
 February 26, 2013 
 
  ERIE COUNTY COUNCIL – Regular Meeting 
 
 Mr. Giles, Chairman, called to order a Regular Meeting of the Erie County Council at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Erie County Council Chambers, Erie County Courthouse, Erie, Pennsylvania.  Following the 
Pledge of Allegiance, Mrs. Loll recited a prayer: 

 
   Let us pray, Inspire us to be good servants of the people we represent 
   and do upright work for each and all.  We pray that we can do our 
   part in making this small part of the world better for those who live 
   here.  With your gracious assistance, we will be inspired to work  
   with a mind to please.  Make all our work begin with a word of 
   prayer.  Amen. 
 
Roll Call Following the prayer, the County Clerk called the roll: 
 
  Members Present: Mr. Giles, Chairman 
     Mr. Cleaver, Vice Chairman 
     Mr. DiMattio 
     Mr. Fatica 
     Dr. Foust 
     Mr. Leone 
     Mrs. Loll 
  
  Members Absent: None 
 
  Also Present:  Douglas R. Smith, County Clerk 
     Joseph Maloney, Council CPA 
     Thomas Talarico, Council Solicitor 
     Jim Sparber, Director of Finance 
     Sue Ellen Pasquale, Manager of Accounting 
 
 
Minutes Mr. Leone moved to approve the minutes of the February 12, 2013 Regular Meeting.  Mrs. Loll 

seconded, and it carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Finance Committee Mr. Leone reported the Finance Committee met on February 21, 2013 and agreed to place 

Ordinance 13 on the agenda for a second reading and Ordinances 18, 19, 20 and 21 for first 
readings.  Also on the agenda is the possible appointment of David Ciacchini to the Erie County 
Industrial Development Authority. 

  
Personnel Committee Dr. Foust reported the Personnel Committee met immediately following the Finance Committee 

and agreed to place Ordinances 16 and 17 on the agenda for second readings.  Both ordinances 
involve changes in the Planning Department. 

 
Mr. Giles’ Report Mr. Giles reported that the Legislative Conference for NACo begins on March 1st and continues 

through March 5th. Mr. Giles noted that he serves on the NACo Board representing Pennsylvania, 
but also serves on the Executive Committee.  He submitted the following schedule for inclusion 
in the minutes: 

 
SCHEDULED MEETINGS FOR NACO'S LEADERSHIP 

(as of2/22/13- Noon) 

 
 

Friday, March 1, 2013 
 

 10:30 a.m. POLITICO    Contact: Jim Philipps 



 
 11:00 a.m. Will Kinzie, Assistant to the Speaker for Policy House Speaker John 

Boehner (R-OH) Speaker's Office, Capitol Building 225-0600 
 
 11:30 a.m. Neil Bradley, Deputy Chief of Staff and Policy Director to House Majority 

Leader Eric Cantor (R-VA) 
  H-326 Capitol Building 225-4000 or 225-2815 
 
 12 noon Tom Mahr, Policy Director to House Minority Whip Steny Hoyer (D-MD) 

H-148 Capitol Building 226-1908 or 225-3130 
 
 2:00 p.m. Kyle Lombardi, Legislative Director to House Majority Whip Kevin 

McCarthy (R-CA) 2421 Rayburn House Building 225-2915 
 

2:40 p.m. Michael Bloom, Senior Advisor on IGA Issues to House Minority Leader  
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) H-204 Capitol Building 226-8238 

 
 3:30 p.m. Travis Jordan, Senior Legislative Assistant to Senator Michael Enzi (R-

WY) SR-379A Russell Senate Building (Marketplace Act) 224-3424 
 
 4:15 p.m. Jason Unger, Legislative Director to Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) 

SH-522 Hart Senate Building, Conference Room (will bring in other legislative 
staff available) Contact: Kasey Gillette, Agriculture Policy Advisor 224-2158 or 
224-7983 

  

    Tuesday, March 5, 2013 
 

 11:00 a.m.       Senator Christopher Coons (D-DE) and Christy Gleason, Senior Advisor SR-127A 
Russell Senate Building 224-5042 (Casey Babbitt-scheduler) 

 

Pending Requests 
 

Vice President Biden, Assistant to the President for Economic Policy and Principal Deputy Director of 
the National Economic Council Jason Furman, and Director of Domestic Policy Council Cecilia 
Mufioz were sent requests for meetings. Ed is following up with the White House on these requests. 

 
The following congressional offices received requests for meetings and have been followed up via email 
and/or phone calls by Lorraine: 

 
Senate Majority Whip Richard Durbin (D-IL)- IL NACo members mtg. on Mon. 3/4 at 3:30 pm Senate 
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) 
Senate Minority Whip John Comyn (R-TX) 
Senate Republican Conference Chair John Thune (R-SD)- Not available; can meet with staff. 
 

 Mr. Giles believes this is the most ambitious schedule he has seen from this organization with a 
variety of speakers.  This is being held after the March 1st deadline for sequestration.  The expectation 
is that this issue will continue on for multiple years.  Each step for the past year and one-half has been 
difficult for both sides of the debate. 

 
 Mr. Giles further noted that two positions from the Elections Department need to be filled due to 

retirements.  Those positions have been posted.  Preliminary interviews have been held and four final 
candidates have been chosen for each position. An ad hoc committee has been established to interview 
these candidates. The committee is comprised of the Finance Chairman, Personnel Chairman, soon to 
be Election Board Chairman, the Director of Personnel and the County Clerk.  Mr. Giles stated that 
these interviews will be held on Thursday, March 28, 2013.  He wished the committee luck in their 
endeavor.  Dr. Foust, Personnel Chairman will chair this committee. He asked the following memo to 
the committee be included in the minutes: 

 
 
 



   TO:   Dr. Kyle Foust, Fiore Leone, Phil Fatica, Doug Smith, Pete Callan 
 
   FROM:  Joe Giles 
 
   DATE:  February 26, 2013 
 
   RE:  Hiring Committee for Council Bureaus 
   __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 As all of you are aware, Rick Fullerton’s retirement and Sharon Drayer’s impending retirement have created the need to hire 
a Supervisor of Voting Machines and a Supervisor of Elections.  In order to select the best persons possible for these 
positions, I am creating a hiring committee consisting of the following individuals: 

 
  Phil Fatica, Election Board Chairman 
  Dr. Kyle Foust, Personnel Chairman 
  Fiore Leone, Finance Chairman 
  Douglas R. Smith, County Clerk 
  Pete Callan, Director of Personnel 
 

County postings for both positions have come down and the response was excellent.  There were 12 applicants for the SOE 
position and 16 applicants for the SOVM position.  I asked Doug Smith to reduce the list down to a manageable number of 
candidates for each position who would then be interviewed by the committee.  He has done so and reduced the list to four 
excellent candidates for each position. Doug will provide committee members resume/applications and notes from the 
candidates’ first interview.   

 
Mr. Giles’ 
Report  Arrangements have already begun for a series of interviews Thursday, February 28th beginning at 1:00 p.m.   I 

would like Dr. Foust to chair the committee with the stated goal of finding new employees for each of these 
positions either by the end of business on Thursday or thereafter as soon as possible. 

 
        I am requesting that you undertake this assignment with the normal confidentiality concerning personnel records. 
 
  Mr. Giles also requested the following be included in the minutes: 
 
                                             Erie County Gaming Revenue Authority 

 
 2012 Top 10 Milestones & 

 Accomplishments 
 

 We exceeded $20,000,000 in grant funds invested in Erie County. 
 We created the region’s first multi-million dollar endowment for the tourism engines of our economy: 

Erie County Lead Asset Endowment.  And we continued to follow through on that commitment.  
($6.3mm+ total) 

 We made historic investments in 2 revolving loan funds that will help our small business community 
grow. ($2.5mm+ total) 

 Municipal investments exceeded $5mm+ 
 Collaboration with the Erie Community Foundation grew in our support of the human services 

community 
 We took technology to a whole new level: going paperless for board meetings, implementing an online 

grant-writing system, implementing customer relationship management software and an eNewsletter 
with thousands of subscribers. 

 The concepts of Multi-Municipal Collaboration and Mission Main Street became reality and are 
currently being implemented or developed. 

 The Team Pennsylvania Foundation and members of the Governor’s staff took notice of our creativity, 
invited us to Harrisburg and engaged us at the regional level to discuss our progress and future 
partnership. 

 ECGRA joined the Vital Signs Steering Committee. 
 ECGRA is still lawsuit FREE! 

 
Mr. Leone’s 
Comments Mr. Leone noted that he will be in Harrisburg on March 7 and 8 in his capacity as a member of 

the Local Government Advisory Committee.  He is also involved with Mr. Davidek from C.S. 
McKee who will be in Erie this Friday regarding the CCAP Summer Conference.  He explained 
that C.S. McKee has hosted dinners in the past for members of CCAP.  This agency did an 
excellent job last year in Hershey.  Mr. Leone had indicated to Mr. Giles that he would like to 
use Perry’s Landing or any other facility on the bayfront.  Other venues such as the Yacht Club 



or Kahkwa Club were suggested, but Mr. Leone would like to use a business located on the bay 
so everyone can see what Erie has to offer.  Mr. Leone has already dealt with the company 
handling the golf tournament. It appears the only course available will be Whispering Woods 
and he suggested everyone bring a lot of golf balls. 

 
 Mr. Giles stated that he will be seeing many of the event planners at the NACo Conference as 

well.  He acknowledged that Mrs. Loll had suggested the Playhouse for entertainment and Mr. 
Giles has been in contact with Almi Clerkin from the Playhouse.  Mr. Leone recalled earlier 
discussions regarding a luncheon being hosted by UMPC Hamot. The CEO at that particular 
time had made this suggestion. 

 
Health Fund SA & 
Line Item  Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 13, 2013, “First 2013 Public Health 

Fund Budget Supplemental Appropriation Of $2,000 And Creation Of Line Item In 
Environmental Services.”  Mr. Leone moved to adopt; Mr. Cleaver seconded, and it carried in a 
unanimous roll call vote. 

 
Change in  
Planner Grades Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 16, 2013, “Second 2013 Planning Fund 

Budget Supplemental Appropriation Of $141,466 For Change In Planner Grades And Reduction Of 
Indirect Costs.”  Dr. Foust moved to adopt; Mr. Fatica seconded, and it carried in a unanimous roll call 
vote. 

 
Reduction in  
Trans. To Planning Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 17, 2013, “Sixth 2013 General Fund Budget 

Supplemental Appropriation Of $100,096 For Reduction In Transfer To Planning Fund.”  Dr. Foust 
moved to adopt; Mr. Fatica seconded, and it carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

 
First Readings Mr. Smith gave first readings of the following ordinances: 
 

  Ordinance Number 18, 2013, “Second 2013 Library Fund Supplemental Appropriation Of $3,000 
For Donation For Blasco Heritage Room”  

 
  Ordinance Number 19, 2013, “Third 2013 Library Fund Supplemental Appropriation of $500 For 

Donation Of Teen Zone Sign By The Fairview Community Council And The Creation Of A New 
Line Item”  

 
  Ordinance Number 20, 2013, “First 2013 Public Safety Fund Budget Supplemental Appropriation 

Of $21,333 And Creation Of A New Line Item For HAZMAT – HMRF GRANT”  
 

  Ordinance Number 21, 2013, “Second 2013 Public Safety Fund Budget Supplemental 
Appropriation For Donations Of Equipment With A Value Of $7,421 From NW PA Emergency 
Response Group” 

 
David Ciacchini 
Apptd to IDA Mr. Leone moved to appoint David Ciacchini to the Erie County Industrial Development Authority 

representing his district.   Dr. Foust seconded and it carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 Mr. Giles wished to extend best wishes to Margaret Stewart, Library Director, who will be on medical  

leave and expressed appreciation for all that she has done for the library. 
 
Adjournment There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:17 p.m. 
 
        Ann M. Bruno, Council Secretary 
   

      * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


