
 July 3, 2012 Minutes of June 19, 2012 Reg. Mtg. apprvd.  Agenda Amended.  D&A 
Invest.Income adopted;  Gen Fund LECOM Grant adopted; PS SA 
Mobile Terminal Date Prjct adopted; C&Y Line Item for Ct. Ord. 
Place. Adopted; MH/MR SA for State Categorical Pass Thru Grants 
adopted; Gen Fund SA Ad. Prob. Super. Fee Prjcts adopted; Gen Fund 
SA county Record Improve. Prjcts adopted; Gen Fund SA Utility 
Trailer Donated adopted; Apprvng IGA Btwn Erie Cnty & Amity, 
Concord, Venango, Wayne & Elgin adopted; Wvg Section 4 LERTA 
Gen. McLane SD adopted; Apprvg $500,000 Grant btwn Erie Cnty & 
LECOM adopted.   Trans of Res. Funds in Voter Regis. Adopted. 
$18,000 Donation from Friends of Lib. adopted. Overtime Line in 
EMA adopted. 

 
 Mr. Fatica, Chairman, called to order a Regular Meeting of the Erie County Council at 7:00 

p.m. at the Greene Township Building, 9333 Tate Road, Erie, Pennsylvania.  Following the 
Pledge of Allegiance, Mrs. Loll recited a prayer: 

 
   Let us pray, The people have given us the opportunity to govern them. 
   We ask that You help us to gather them as one family and help us to  
   ensure justice for all men and women.  By sharing the good that You 
   have given us we may bring justice and equality for all.  Help us to  
   build our government on love and peace.  We ask this in the name of  
   our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Roll Call The County Clerk called the roll: 
 
   Members Present: Mr. Fatica, Chairman 
      Mr. Giles, Vice Chairman 
      Mr. Beeman 
      Mr. Cleaver 
      Dr. Foust 
      Mr. Leone 
      Mrs. Loll 
    
   Members Absent: None 
 
   Also Present:  Douglas R. Smith, County Clerk 
      Joseph P. Maloney, Council CPA 
      Gerald Mifsud, Director of Administration 
      Ronald DiNicola, County Solicitor 
      James Sparber, Director of Finance 
      Sue Ellen Pasquale, Manager of Accounting 
 
Mr. Fatica’s  
Comments Mr. Fatica introduced Dr. Kyle Foust.  Greene Township is part of Dr. Foust’s County Council 
 district.  
 
Dr. Foust’s 
Comments Dr. Foust thanked everyone for coming out to Greene Township which is part of his district,  District 

5. In particular, Dr. Foust thanked the Board of Supervisors of Greene Township.  He  acknowledged 
the presence of Clarence Hess and thanked him for hosting Council. 

 
Hearing of 
The Public Bill Haggerty, Executive Director of EmergyCare, wished to discuss the LECOM funds for Public 

Safety.  He spoke regarding the Automatic Vehicle Locaters (AVL).  This system allows dispatchers 
to send the closest and most appropriate responders to emergency and non-emergency calls.  It also 
provides information regarding route, speed and arrival times.  With these funds Erie County will have 
the ability to purchase a similar system.  This system has the ability to provide mapping to enable 



resources to reach an emergency more quickly.  Part of these funds will also be used to purchase 
mobile data terminals.  These computers communicate wirelessly to the dispatch center to receive 
valuable information.  Mr. Haggerty believes that it would be a tremendous disservice to emergency 
response agencies, as well as the community, if Council does not vote in favor of LECOM funding. 

 
 Jim Petrone, Firefighters Association President, stated that they have specific software which aids 

those using the Hurst tool also known as the “jaws of life.”  A yearly update is published for all new 
vehicles for proper cut points.  Many new vehicles have side and front air bags, but each also has 
explosives; if the wrong location on a vehicle is cut with a Hurst tool, it would cause deep trouble.  On 
behalf of all 32 companies, Mr. Petrone thanked LECOM for this very much needed and appreciated 
donation.    

 
 Tony Pol, Erie Fire Department, stated that the MDT’s have many benefits that will enable firefighters 

to do their job much more safely and efficiently.   Mobile Data Terminals provide mapping which aids 
in hydrant location, maps of buildings which provide details of buildings, hazardous material 
information, Knox Box locations, and information regarding invalids, children or elderly.  MDT also 
provides radio backup.  Mr. Pol expressed his appreciation for Council’s support on this matter. 

 
  

 Robert Gallivan, Millcreek Township, is the President of the Friends of Erie County Library. and 
wished to speak on behalf of the LECOM proposal with regard to the library.  The computers that will 
be provided for the library are sorely needed.  He noted that currently the computer area of the library 
is heavily used for both training and information gathering.  This proposal would allow the library to 
expand this area to allow children and parents to use computers in the same environment.  He asked 
Council to support the library and the LECOM program. 

 
 David Mitchell, Corry, thanked Council and the administration of Erie County regarding their work in 

the budget process. The Governor is grateful to the County Commissioners Association of 
Pennsylvania for the role they played in bringing home this budget.  Mr. Mitchell noted that revenues 
amounted to $27.7 billion and the budget is $27.7 billion. The budget is now back to balance. The 
block grant for human services is a very important step for counties allowing them flexibility in this 
age of declining revenues. 

 
Dr. Foust’s Comment Dr. Foust acknowledged Lisa Valimont who is also in the audience and thanked her for hosting 

this meeting. 
 
 

Minutes Mr. Leone moved to approve the minutes of the June 19, 2012 Regular Meeting.  Mr. Giles 
seconded, and it carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

 
Finance 
Committee Dr. Foust reported that on June 28, 2012 Council met as the Finance Committee and agreed to 

place Ordinances 64 through 74 on the agenda under Unfinished Business as well as the 
possible adoption of Resolution 31 which was tabled at the last meeting.  Under New Business, 
the Committee agreed to place Ordinances 77, 78 and 79 on the agenda and discussed moving 
these ordinances to second readings.    

 
Mr. Cleaver’s 
Comments Mr. Cleaver stated that he would appreciate it if every member of Council would contact their 

appointee to the Erie County Gaming Revenue Authority with respect to the RELCO system. 
Approximately four months ago, a presentation was given regarding an update of the RELCO 
system.  This has been supported by every borough, township and every citizen.  Mr. Cleaver 
has heard through the grapevine that the Executive Director of ECGRA plans to eliminate the 
discretionary account and put it into an application account.  That discretionary account could 
very easily be put towards the RELCO system moving forward.  There is a great deal of support 
for this throughout the county.  Mr. Cleaver asked that each member contact their appointee 
and ask them to consider not eliminating the discretionary account and to consider the request 
to update the RELCO system.  He requested the liaison for the Gaming Authority of the County 



and the County Executive representative to put their two cents in at the meeting.  Mr. Cleaver 
believes that if everyone makes their position known to their appointees, they will reconsider 
moving that discretionary money to an application.  He explained that the application process 
boils down to matching funds.  In all honesty, the majority of the RELCO system is in the City 
of Erie.  Bids have already been prepared, the cost has been determined and they are prepared 
to move forward.  Mr. Cleaver requested that pressure be put on appointees to move this issue 
forward.  Recently, there was an accident involving a fire engine. Everyone has experienced an 
emergency vehicle trying to navigate traffic and no one seems to know what to do.  Some 
traffic lights change, others don’t; an ambulance may have to slow down.  From what the 
doctor presented to the Gaming Authority, every second could mean a life.  Mr. Cleaver asked 
for Council’s support on this issue.      

 
 
Mr. Giles’ 
Report Mr. Giles reported that he received a letter on June 7th from Karen Seggi, Executive Director of 

the Second Harvest Food Bank: 
 
  June 7, 2012 
 
  Mr. Joe Giles, Councilman Erie County Council 
  Room 114  
  Erie County Courthouse 
  140 West 6th Street 
  Erie, PA  16501 
 
  Dear Councilman Giles, 
 
  A very grateful “Thank You” to the members of Erie County Council once again for the generous 

 grant of $50,000 that was received on February 22, 2012. 
 
  This contribution proved very beneficial at a time when Second Harvest is being asked to provide an 

 increasing amount of food throughout our service area. According to our latest Hunger Study, 72,600 
 individuals rely on Second Harvest for food each year and by the end of this fiscal year, we estimate 
 our distribution will top a record breaking 11,000,000 pounds of food.  

 
  You can feel confident that your donation has reached many people and you can feel assured that this 

 contribution was used wisely as Second Harvest is the only nonprofit in northwest Pennsylvania to 
 receive Charity Navigator's highest rating (four stars) for sound fiscal management for four 
 consecutive years. This honor places Second Harvest in the top 8 percent of charities reviewed by 
 Charity Navigator. 

 
  The grant was utilized in the following ways:  
 
  1. A Yale Pneumatic Tire Electric Forklift was purchased to replace a unit that Second Harvest 
  acquired in 1989. The old forklift was fully depreciated and outlived its useful life. It had been  
  repaired several times and the unit had become unaffordable to maintain. The new forklift will assist 
  our warehouse operations of loading and unloading trucks and moving product onto the racking and 
  into the cooler or freezer as well as picking up products to fill orders for our member agencies.  
  2. We shared a portion of the grant with our member agencies consisting of food pantries, soup 
  kitchens, shelters and kids cafes. A credit line was established which allowed Second Harvest to  
  provide 115,058 pounds of food, including dairy items, frozen meats and poultry, canned fruits and 
  vegetables along with soups, cereal and a variety of nutritious snacks to sixty-five other nonprofit  
  agencies located in Erie County.  
 
  3.  The remainder of the grant was used to purchase fresh produce. Second Harvest is committed 
  to increasing its distribution of healthy, nutritious food items and this generous grant provided us the 
  opportunity to purchase 10,494 pounds of fresh potatoes, carrots and onions. These items were  
  quickly distributed through our member agencies and made available to families who are struggling 
  to put food on their tables.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  I am grateful to the County of Erie for its belief that our mission of providing food to those who  
  are hungry while eliminating the waste of food is important. Hunger has a price. Medical problems, 
  learning difficulties, headaches, and fatigue are all the results of not having enough to eat. But hunger 
  has a cure -food. Through your generosity, you become part of the cure.  
 
  Sincerely, 
 
  /s/ Karen S. Seggi 
       Executive Director 
 
 
 

Mr. Giles’ Report Mr. Giles further reported that on June 25, 2012 he moderated a panel of Northwest County 
Commissioners and human services providers regarding the proposal for a block grant for 
human services.  Sue Ellen Pasquale was also present along with other staff from Erie County.  
Discussion consisted of perceptions, misunderstandings and correct facts regarding the block 
grant.  Much of the human services funding emanates from the federal government and, in 
many cases, is the lion’s share.  The expectation is that something will happen regarding this 
funding.  He explained that the block grant issue provides complete flexibility for the first time 
to every county and jurisdiction in deciding how these funds should be distributed.  Every 
county is not the same in population and does not have the same issues.  It will likely take a few 
years to fully implement the block grant program. 

 
 As a member of the NACo Executive Committee, Mr. Giles reported that the final interviews 

for the Executive Director position for the National Association of Counties were conducted.  
This is the first time in 22 years that a new director is being hired and it is challenging for the 
organization, members and the Executive Committee.  Each candidate had to provide a concept 
paper outlining what they would do in their first 100 days.  The selected candidate presented a 
document entitled Preparing for the Perfect Policy Storm with topics such as Presidential 
Transition, Lame Duck, Sequestration, $1.5 Trillion Tax Debate, Debt Ceiling and FY13 
Budget.  Mr. Giles all of those elements bring a challenge and this individual detailed what 
everyone should be doing and his proposals were extremely successful and convincing. 

 
 Mr. Giles then reported that the Annual Conference for NACo will be held in Pittsburg from 

July 14th through the 18th.  This is the second time in the history of NACo that the annual 
conference has been held in a Pennsylvania city; ten years ago it was held in Philadelphia.  Six 
thousand elected officials from every state will be attending.  Mr. Giles explained there are 
3000 counties in existence in the United States with approximately 90% belonging to NACo.  
He noted the Governor will open the conference.  Sandra Day O’Connor will speak about 
civility.  NACo is partnered with EL Civics to create a civility program that would be available 
to school districts and teachers to use in a classroom setting.  David Barry will also speak on a 
lighter note. Heilemann and Halperin, the authors of Game Change will speak as well.  Mr. 
Giles noted that workshops relative to county policies and issues will also be conducted.  As a 
side note, CCAP has taken a team of leaders and plugged them in as members of parallel policy 
committees at the national level.  Mr. Giles believes that the better everyone is connected and 
informed, the more success there will be in navigating choppy waters. 

 
 Mr. Giles then quoted George Bernard Shaw, “The biggest problem with communication is the 

illusion that it even happened.” 
 

Res. 31 Removed 
From Table Dr. Foust moved to remove Resolution Number 31, 2012, “Approving the $500,000 Grant 

Agreement Between The County Of Erie And Lake Erie College Of Osteopathic Medicine” 
from the table.  Mr. Giles seconded, and it carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

 
D&A SA of $110,000 
Creat. Of Line Item Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 64, 2012, “First 2012 Drug & Alcohol 

Abuse Fund Budget Supplemental Appropriation Of $1,110 And Creation Of A Line Item For 
Investment Interest Income.”  Mr. Giles moved to adopt; Mr. Leone seconded and it carried in a 
roll call vote of 6-1, Mr. Beeman voting no. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 July 3, 2012 
 
 
Agrmt Btwn Erie 
Cnty & LECOM Mr. Smith gave a reading of Resolution Number 31, 2012, “Approving the $500,000 Grant Agreement 

Between The County Of Erie And Lake Erie College Of Osteopathic Medicine.”  Mr. Giles moved to 
adopt; Mr. Leone seconded and it carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

 
 
LECOM Grant 
To PS & Lib Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 65, 2012, “Fifteenth 2012 General Fund 

Budget Supplemental Appropriation Of $500,000 And Creation Of Line Items For LECOM Grant To 
The Public Safety And The Library.”  Mr. Leone moved to adopt; Mr. Giles seconded. 

 
 Mr. Giles referred the following Memorandum from Mr. Smith, County Clerk to Mr. Giles: 
 
  Resolution 31, approving the five-year/$500,000 Grant Agreement between the County of Erie and Lake 

 Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine, Ordinance 65 and Ordinance 66 are all on the agenda tonight.  
 Resolution 31 was tabled on June 19, 2012 so that it could be considered with its related ordinances at this 
 meeting.     

 
  I recommend acceptance of the LECOM Agreement for the following reasons:  
 
  1.  Does not reduce taxes currently paid on non-exempt properties 
  2.  It only affects properties currently owned by LECOM and Millcreek Health Systems 
  3.  Does not affect other taxing bodies   
  4.  LECOM may withdraw this grant if the agreement is modified by Council 
 
  This agreement would not affect the taxability of new properties that LECOM might purchase during the 

 term of the agreement.  LECOM has never participated in a PILOT agreement with the County though this 
 has similarities.  Changes in state law are not a guarantee that LECOM would pay more in taxes. Council 
 amendments may risk the entire grant package while the agreement sets a certain payment without litigation. 
 Should the state act to tighten the definition for non-profit status, Erie County’s agreement is only through 
 December 2016.   

 
 Mr. Fatica called for a vote on the resolution and it carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 
 
PS Mobile Data 
Terminal Prjct Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 66, 2012, “Fifth 2012 Public Safety Fund 

Budget Supplemental Appropriation Of $369,120 And The Creation Of A Line Item For Mobile Data 
Terminal Project.”   Mr. Leone moved to adopt; Mrs. Leone seconded and it carried in a roll call vote 
of 6-1, Mr. Beeman voting no. 

 
 Mr. Fatica stated that there has been much discussion on this issue over the last several weeks.  This 

has been accomplished through the efforts, experience, professionalism and knowledge of Attorneys 
Visnosky and DiNicola.  He congratulated them on a job well done. 

 
Line Item for 
Ct. Ord. Place. Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 67, 2012, “2012 Children & Youth Services 

Fund Budget Revised Expenditures of $5,000 And Creation Of A Line Item For A Court Ordered 
Placement.”  Mr. Giles moved to adopt; Mr. Leone seconded and it carried in a roll call vote of 6-1, 
Mr. Beeman voting no. 

 
 



State Categ. 
Pass Thru Grants Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 68, 2012, “First 2012 MH/MR Fund Budget 

Supplemental Appropriation Of $120,940 And Creation Of Line Items For State Categorical Pass 
Thru Grants.”  Mr. Leone moved to adopt; Mrs. Loll seconded and it carried in a roll call vote of 6-1, 
Mr. Beeman voting no. 

 
Gen Fund SA for 
Ad. Prob. Super.  
Fee Prjcts Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 69, 2012, “Sixteenth 2012 General 

Fund Budget Supplemental Appropriation Of $105,000 From Restricted Fund Balance For 
Adult Probation Supervision Fee Projects.”    Mr. Giles moved to adopt; Mr. Leone seconded 
and it carried in a roll call vote of 6-1, Mr. Beeman voting no. 

 
Gen Fund SA for 
Cnty Rec. Improve. 
Prjcts. Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 70, 2012, “Seventeenth 2012 General 

Fund Budget Supplemental Appropriation Of $180,373 From Restricted Fund Balance For 
County Record Improvement Projects.”  Mr. Leone moved to adopt; Mrs. Loll seconded and it 
carried in a 6-1, Mr. Beeman voting no. 

 
Gen Fund SA for 
Utility Trlr Donated  
To Juv. Prob. Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 71, 2012, “Eighteenth 2012 General 

Fund Budget Supplemental Appropriation Of A $400 Utility Trailer Donated By Perseus House 
To Juvenile Probation And Creation Of New Line Items.”  Mr. Giles moved to adopt; Dr. Foust 
seconded, and it carried in a roll call vote of 6-1, Mr. Cleaver voting no. 

 
Cell Phone Reimb. 
In HS Finance Bureau Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 72, 2012, “Nineteenth 2012  General 

Fund Budget Supplemental Appropriation Of $240 And Creation Of Line Item For Cell Phone 
Reimbursement In Human Services Finance Bureau.”  Mr. Leone moved to adopt; Mr. Cleaver 
seconded, and it carried in a roll call vote of 6-1, Mr. Beeman voting no. 

 
IGA Btwn Cnty & 
Amity, Concord, 
Venango, Wayne & 
Elgin Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 73, 2012, “Approving An 

Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement Between The County  Of Erie And The Townships 
Of Amity, Concord, Venango, Wayne And The Borough Of Elgin For Creation Of Regional 
Emergency Management Agency.”  Mr. Giles moved to adopt; Dr. Foust seconded and it 
carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

 
Apprvg. Revis. LERTA 
In Gen. McLane SD Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 74, 2012, “Waiving Section  4 Of Erie 

County LERTA Ordinance 59, 1980 And Approving The  Revised LERTA Program In The 
Municipalities That Comprise  The General McLane School District.”  Dr. Foust moved to 
adopt; Mr. Leone seconded and it carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

 
Agenda Amended Dr. Foust moved to amend the agenda to include Ordinances 77, 78 and 79 as second readings.  

Mr. Leone seconded and it carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 
 

Trans. of Reserv. Funds 
In Voter Regis. Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 77, 2012, “2012 General Fund Budget 

Revised Expenditures And Transfer Of Reserved Funds In The Amount Of $35,000 In Voter 
Registration.”  Mr. Giles moved to adopt; Mr. Leone seconded and it carried in a roll call vote 
of 6-1, Mr. Beeman voting no. 

 
 



Donation From 
Friends of the Lib. Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 78, 2012, “Third 2012 Library Fund Budget 

Supplemental Appropriation Of $18,000 For Donation From The Friends Of The Library.”  Mr. Leone 
moved to adopt; Dr. Foust seconded and it carried in a roll call vote of 6-1, Mr. Beeman voting no. 

 
Creation Of OT 
Line in EMA Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 79, 2012, “2012 Public Safety Fund Budget 

Revised Expenditures Of $499 And The Creation of Overtime Line in Emergency Management.”  Mr. 
Giles moved to adopt; Mr. Leone seconded and it carried in a roll call vote of 6-1, Mr. Beeman voting 
no. 

 
Adjournment There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:41 p.m. 
 
 
      Ann M. Bruno, Council Secretary 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
    
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


