
 September 18, 2007 Minutes from Aug. 21 2007 Reg. Mtg. approved. Agenda 
amended.  EMA S.A. for Grant for Hazard Mitigation Plan 
adopted; Gen. Fund S.A. County Records Improvement adopted; 
Library S.A. Software Maintenance Costs adopted; PH S.A. 
Tobacco Grant adopted; Gen. Fund S.A. Temp Staff and OT for 
Sheriff tabled; Waiver of Pers. Code for Reg. of Wills adopted.  
First Rdgs. S.A. & Creation of New Line Item for GASB 45; PH 
S.A. Pass Thru Grant Diabetes Assoc.; Gen. Fund S.A. for Grant 
to Hospice; Waiver of Section 4 of LERTA; Gen. Fund S.A. 
Reclass. Of Pos. in Juv. Prob.; PH Change in Grant Funding 
Source.  Lease Agrmt between County of Erie & Counselling 
Services adopted; Sale of Parcel approved. 

 
 Erie County Council – Regular Meeting 
 
 Mr. Leone, Chairman, called to order a Regular Meeting of the Erie County Council at 7:00 

p.m. in Erie County Council Chambers, Erie County Courthouse, Erie, Pennsylvania.  
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, a moment of silence was observed: 

  
Moment of  
Silence Mr. Giles requested a moment of silence be observed in honor of Chief County Clerk, Mr. Smith’s, 

father, Raymond Wesolowski, who passed away on September 3, 2007. 
Moment of 
Silence Mr. Giles reminded the audience that on September 11, 2007, Erie County memorialized the remains 

of 17 people in Erie County who were left without family or friends at the Old Alms House Cemetery.  
He asked for a moment of silence in honor of those people: 

 
 Orville Arms 
 Phyllis Bateman 
 Alice Engels 
 Herlene D. Farnham 
 Brooks Gavin, Jr. 
 Willie Griffin 
 Charles D. Herman 
 James Luce 
 Harold McClain 
 Donald Bruce McIntire 
 Edward Parker 
 Nellie Parker 
 Roy Porter 
 Gerald Rawls 
 Larry Rhodes 
 George Sampson 
 Oliver Slacum 
 
Roll Call Mr. Smith then called the roll: 
 
 Members Present: Mr. Leone, Chairman 
     Mr. Giles, Vice Chairman 
     Mr. Augustine 
     Mr. Cleaver 
     Mr. Foust 
     Mrs. Loll 
 
 Members Absent: Mr. Mitchell 
 



 Also Present:  Mr. Smith, County Clerk 
     Mr. Maloney, Council CPA 
     Mr. Talarico, Council Solicitor 
     Mr. Sparber, Director of Finance 
     Ms. Pasquale, Manager of Accounting 
Hearing of the  
Public Mr. Leone reminded everyone wishing to speak to provide their name and address. 
 
 Janet Dorich, 656 Bonnie Brae Drive, Harborcreek, stated that she had addressed Council at the last 

meeting in a verbal and written format.  The reason for her presence this evening is to ask whether 
Council has made a decision on the investigation she requested. 

 
 Robert Merski, Sheriff, 140 West 6th Street, Erie, addressed Council regarding the overtime issue in 

his department stating the budget he received for 2007 was the cost to operate his department in 2005; 
no other department was asked to operate with a 2005 budget.  His department has seen a 76.6% 
increase in work with no new employees.  He noted that approximately 75% of overtime is for orders 
that are issued by the courts, and he has no control over these costs.  Sheriff Merski believes he has 
done his best to operate his department in the most cost efficient manner.  A survey of third class 
county Sheriff offices in Pennsylvania revealed the average office employs 47 full-time and 18 part-
time deputies; his office has 35 full-time and 4 part-time deputies.  He believes this issue is politically 
and personally motivated.  He made comparisons of his department with other departments in the 
county noting the Prison’s overtime budget was $250,000 and spent $230,000 because they were 
properly budgeted.  Another department was budgeted $208,000 in overtime in 2006 and spent 
$484,000; however, there were no headlines on this issue.  In conclusion, he stated those who will pay 
the price for improper funding of his office will be the children and parents in need of support money, 
the abused who need protection, and citizens who expect to be protected from criminals.  Those not 
abiding by the law will be the only people who benefit. 

 
 Tina Trohoske, 154 West 9th Street, Erie, works for OCY and is before Council once again to ask for 

their assistance.  As she understands it, under the Home Rule Charter, one of County Council’s 
purposes is to provide county services including the health, safety and well being of all county 
citizens. Mr. DiVecchio stated in his State of the County Address on January 11, 2007, that his first 
and most important priority was to correct problems at OCY.  He referred to Erie County as the county 
that cares.  After two years, the state of affairs at OCY has crumbled, the safety of children is at an all 
time low as well as morale. Caseworkers are not able to do their jobs with 20 positions open.  She 
would like to know who will take accountability for the safety and well being of Erie County, because 
as it stands now, the county that cares doesn’t seem to give a damn. 

 
 Cindy Pierson, 154 West 9th Street, Erie, is an Erie County caseworker as well as a mother.  Recently, 

two children were born, one to parents with a great extended family, another to a 17 year old single 
mother with no support. As a caseworker, she suggested this young mother make a self referral to 
OCY; however, she fears that there may not be a caseworker to help since the agency is so 
understaffed.  If Erie County wants to keep competent, good caseworkers in Erie County, and stop 
losing them to surrounding counties, the County needs to look at what these workers need to keep 
their own families going as well, a decent wage.  These workers care about the children or they would 
not be at OCY. 

 
 Eugene Walczak, 154 West 9th Street, is an intake clinician at OCY.  As part of the negotiating team, 

he received the county’s final offer, a three percent raise.  This agency is on the verge of a strike. He 
asked everyone to imagine 12 jurors on a case deciding who is culpable when determining that 
Children’s Services was not there and did not respond.  The county has paid out $500,000 for two 
studies which determined the agency was understaffed, had a high caseload, and workers were poorly 
underpaid.   Mr. Walczak asked everyone to think what a figure would be for punitive damages if a 
child was killed or severely abused. 

 



 Maria Foster, 2301 Peach Street, Erie, stated Mr. DiVecchio has a leased vehicle at the expense of 
taxpayers.  She opposed some statements made by OCY workers, agreeing there are children that need 
help, but there are also children taken for the wrong reasons and the agency was not there to help the 
family.  Yet, these workers say they are understaffed and overworked.   She suggested these workers 
organize their time better or stop taking children that don’t need to be in the system.  Funding depends 
on units of service which what this agency survives on.  There is no doubt in her mind that an agency 
is needed in certain cases, and no doubt in her mind that this agency has overstepped their boundaries. 

 
 Ed Garnow, 160 West 8th Street, Erie, spoke regarding the library system.  According to his 

calculations, 55 workers should be employed at the library, 11 with master’s degrees.  Erie County has 
over 80 employees with 18 holding master’s degrees.  He stated this is spending money for nothing.  
Allentown has approximately the same population and circulation as Erie County.  Allentown runs 
their library with 21 employees and a budget $1 million less than Erie.   

 
 Norman Poniatowski, 7891 Pagan Road, Erie, has been a resident of Summit Township for the past 45 

years and is outraged at the idea of  Presque Isle Downs Casino  requesting $13.8 million from local 
share of gambling revenues.  He volunteered to be a member of the newly formed Summit Township 
Industrial and Economic Development Authority, but was not chosen due to the fact that his opinions 
were not compliant with those of other board members.  He realizes that the employment of 852 
people, new infrastructure and delusions of grandeur appear to be the epitome of gratitude on behalf of 
2300 households in Summit Township.  He asked Council to say no to any reimbursement of MTR 
gambling. 

 
 Renee Vendetti, Erie, stated the Administrative Code should have been done, and she has not seen it 

on the agenda.  She asked whether Council wanted to run things their way or the right way.  She is 
upset because last week Mr. Leone laughed while Mr. Galena was speaking.  In Fairview, Mr. Giles, 
when referring to Mr. Leone being gone and asking for everyone to keep him in their prayers, said 
“you, too, Mr. Galena”.  She feels that was uncalled for, unethical and unprofessional.  Council should 
be listening to them, not laughing.  She suggested Council do their job, and do it the right way. 

 
 Kenneth Przepierski, 640 East 12th Street, Erie, found ways to save the taxpayers some dollars.   He 

suggested taking away Mr. DiVecchio’s perk of $548 yearly for car washing.  Mr. DiVecchio has 
spent $4,206 on gas since he’s been in office, and $439 month to lease a vehicle.  He questioned why 
Mr. DiVecchio can’t drive his own vehicle and be reimbursed at 48 cents per mile. Mr. Przepierski 
then referred to Mr. Giles’ expenses noting he took a trip to Phoenix, DC, Sacramento, Harrisburg, 
Seattle, Chicago, State College, and Columbus to the tune of $18,358; his total mileage for 2006 was 
$7,889 amounting to 16,436 miles.  So far this year, Mr. Giles has spent $14,000 traveling to San 
Diego, DC, Fairbanks, back to DC, Richmond and York with a total mileage reimbursement of $5,563 
amounting to 11,591 miles. 

 
 Brenda Rufini, 140 West 6th Street, has been a county employee for thirty years and works very hard 

at her job bringing many programs to Erie County without taxpayer dollars.  She referred to comments 
made about the casino and money, and asked about taxpayer relief in Erie County for the elderly.  She 
sent invitations to a program for Council Members last weekend, Project Lifesaver, that would save 
lives and keep some of the seniors in their home without any taxpayer money involved, but not one 
member bothered to attend.  Council plans to take money from the casino and put it into a college, Ms. 
Rufini stated, but will let the county fall apart.  

 
 Mr. Leone advised Ms. Rufini that he never received an invitation.  Ms. Rufini replied that a letter was 

put in each box personally by her and mailed to each Council Member. 
 
 Taylor Angerer, West 26th Street, is a senior at McDowell and knows a social worker for OCY.  She 

has heard the belittling of the agency, but hasn’t heard any of the good qualities.  She lives with a 
caseworker and has seen her go through the hardships of getting a master’s degree while trying to raise 
two children, and come home with the hardship of her cases.  Ms. Angerer realizes that extra pay may 



be a hardship, but if this county can afford to support the casino, the caseworkers should be supported 
as well for all of the good they do. 

 
Minutes Mr. Foust moved to approve the minutes of the August 21, 2007 Regular Meeting; Mr. Giles 

seconded, and it carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 
Finance 
Committee Mrs. Loll reported the Finance Committee met on September 13, 2007, and agreed to put on the 

agenda for a second reading Ordinances 106, 107, 108 and 109.  Under New Business for a first 
reading, the Committee agreed to place Ordinances 111, 112, 113, and 114, as well as the possible 
adoption of Resolution 50 and the possible sale of parcel from repository. 

 
Personnel  
Committee Mr. Giles reported the Personnel Committee met on September 13, 2007, and agreed to place on the 

agenda, Ordinances 110, 115, 116, and 117, with a request that the emergency rule be put into place to 
create a second reading for Ordinance 117 in light of the fact that the Health Department has just 
received a signed contract for the tobacco settlement monies.  The Erie County Health Department is 
the administrator for 12 counties in this area, and to effectively handle this matter, a second reading 
must be done to advance those monies and allow the Health Department to move forward.  The 
Director of the Health Department was at the Personnel Meeting, and indicated he does not want to 
advance anything until he has a signed contract. 

Mr. Giles’ 
Report Mr. Giles reported that on September 11, 2007, Erie County held a ceremony at the Old Alms House 

Cemetery for those people without family or friends to bury them.  In 1994, the cemetery was 
renovated and has become a respectable, well maintained place.  The names of the 17 people were 
read.  This particular date was chosen because on September 11, 2001, a service was being held at 
exactly the same time the tragedy was happening in New York City, and the Committee felt that was 
an appropriate way to memorialize both events.  Mr. Giles noted that the tough part of the assignment 
is getting volunteers whether they be ministers, musicians, singers and the variety of other people who 
assist with the ceremony, from the drum and bugle corps to the trumpeter and singer.  Assisting this 
year were Reverend Sunburg, Cathy Kerner, Irene Cheng and Holly Stackhouse, who’s been a part of 
the ceremony since 1994. This is a truly moving ceremony and all who attend, leave impressed.  The 
memory and honor of those individuals were captured and are memorialized on the wall of the 
cemetery. 

 
NACo Mr. Giles reported that NACo does a prescription drug card program, and Erie County has been a part 

of this program for more than a year.  NACo does a monthly report, and Mr. Giles wished to provide 
information regarding the savings affected by this county’s participation.  From June 2006 to August 
2007, $1.751 million dollars in prescriptions were submitted; the actual savings from Erie County’s 
participation in the program with NACo was $411,214.  Mr. Giles advised that this report is available 
for anyone wishing to see a copy.  NACo has proved to be a good investment on the part of the 
county, and in Mr. Giles’ opinion, in terms of the amount of time he has spent, and his involvement 
serving on the board, this is a nice return to the county affecting many people. 

 
Mental Health  
Assoc. Mr. Giles reported that on July 28, 2007, the Mental Health Association of Northwest Pennsylvania 

held a Saturday morning meeting in regard to family involvement.  The forum he attended detailed 
how family members deal with mental illness issues and the system. This was a lengthy process with a 
list of outcomes expected to move forward within the system.  This was made possible by a grant from 
the Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation to address the needs of children and youth with mental illness 
issues. 

 
Disaster  
Preparedness Mr. Giles extended a compliment to the administration regarding a program held at the Blasco Library 

on September 5, 2007 for Disaster Preparedness.  This month is designated by the federal government 
for that particular focus.  This was a well attended session dealing with issues locally as individuals in 
the family as well as on larger issues involving the community.  This was very informative and Mr. 



Giles wished to congratulate the administration for moving this community forward in terms of 
situations that everyone hopes will never happen, but in the event they do, there is some preparedness. 

Mr. Foust’s  
Report Mr. Foust submitted the following report: 
 
 On September 5, 2007, Mr. Foust attended the SONS of Lake Erie Fish Fry and the United Way 

fundraising kickoff luncheon. 
 
 On September 7, 2007, Mr. Foust attended the grand opening of the Soldiers and Sailors Home new 

Dementia Unit and also attended the annual GECAC dinner. 
  
 On September 11, 2007, Mr. Foust attended the Six Mile Creek Park Committee meeting and was an 

invited guest at the Center for Progressive Leadership. 
 
 On September 14, 2007, Mr. Foust attended the celebration for Bishop Clark and the St. Patrick’s Irish 

Festival. 
 
 On September 18, 2007, Mr. Foust attended the Governor’s Commission on African American Affairs 

at Booker T. Washington. 
 
Change of Vote Mr. Leone noted that at the August 30th Finance Committee meeting, he indicated that he would have 

to abstain from voting for Ordinance 94, 2007 due to a conflict of interest.  However, it slipped his 
mind since the ordinance was read in title only.  He asked Council to approve his vote change from 
yes to an abstention, and asked for any objections.  There being no objections, Mr. Leone changed his 
vote on Ordinance 94, 2007 from a yes to abstain. 

Hazard 
Mitigation Plan Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 106, 2007, “Sixth 2007 Emergency 

Management Fund Budget Supplemental Appropriation and Creation of New Line Items for a Grant 
from NW Regional Commission for Hazard Mitigation Plan.”  Mr. Giles moved to adopt; Mrs. Loll 
seconded, and it carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

County Records 
Improvement Acct. Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 107, 2007, “Thirty-Fourth 2007 General Fund 

Budget Supplemental Appropriation for County Records Improvement Account.”  Mr. Giles moved to 
adopt; Mrs. Loll seconded, and it carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

Library S.A. for 
Software Maint. Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 108, 2007, “Sixth 2007 Library Fund Budget 

Supplemental Appropriation for Software Maintenance Costs Reimbursed by the Independent 
Libraries and the Creation of a New Line Item.”  Mr. Foust moved to adopt; Mr. Cleaver seconded, 
and it carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

Sheriff OT 
Tabled Mr. Cleaver moved to table Ordinance Number 109, 2007, “Thirty-Fifth 2007 General Fund Budget 

Supplemental Appropriation for Temporary Staff and Overtime for the Sheriff’s Department.”  Mr. 
Giles seconded, and it carried in a vote of 5-1, Mr. Leone voting no. 

Waiver of  
Personnel Code 
Reg. of Wills Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 110, 2007, “2007 General Fund Budget 

Waiver of Personnel Code for Register of Wills.”  Mr. Giles moved to adopt; Mr. Foust seconded, and 
it carried in a vote of 5-1, Mr. Leone voting no.1 

Agenda  
Amended Mr. Giles moved to amend the agenda for a second reading of  Ordinance Number 117, 2007, 

“Eleventh 2007 Public Health Fund Budget Supplemental Appropriation for Tobacco Grant and the 
Creation of New Position”.  Mr. Foust seconded, and it carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

First 
Readings Mr. Smith gave first readings of the following ordinances: 
                                                 
1 Mrs. Loll subsequently changed her vote from a yes to a no causing Ordinance Number 110, 2007 to pass in a vote of 4-2, Mr. Leone and Mrs. Loll voting no. 



 
 Ordinance Number 111, 2007, “Thirty-Sixth 2007 General Fund Budget Supplemental 

Appropriation and Creation of a New Line Item for GASB 45” 
 
 Ordinance Number 112, 2007, “Tenth 2007 Public Health Fund Budget Supplemental 

Appropriation and Creation of a New Line Item for a Pass Thru Grant to Erie  County Diabetes 
Association” 

 
 Ordinance Number 113, 2007, “Thirty-Seventh 2007  General Fund  Budget 

 Supplemental Appropriation and Creation of a New Line Item for a Grant to Hospice 
of Metropolitan Erie” 

 
 Ordinance Number 114, 2007, “Waiver of Section  4 of LERTA Ordinance 59 of 

1980 with Respect to Certain Properties Located in North East Township” 
  
 Ordinance Number 115, 2007, “Thirty-Eighth 2007 General Fund Budget 

Supplemental Appropriation and Reclassification of an Existing Position in Juvenile 
Probation”   

 
 Ordinance Number 116, 2007, “2007 Public Health Fund Budget Change in Grant 

Funding Source for Full Time Health Educator I from Highway Safety to OPANAC” 
P.H. S.A. for Tobacco 
Grant & Creation of 
New Position Mr. Leone called for a second reading of Ordinance Number 117, 2007, “Eleventh 2007 Public 

Health Fund Budget Supplemental Appropriation for Tobacco Grant and the Creation of New 
Position” in its entirety. 

Objection  
And Recess Mr. Galena, a member of the audience, objected.  Mr. Leone advised Mr. Galena his objection 

was noted.   Mr. Galena again raised an objection, Mr. Leone acknowledged Mr. Galena’s 
objection, and asked that he go outside.  Mr. Leone then directed Mr. Smith to give a second 
reading of Ordinance 117, 2007.  Mr. Galena again interrupted stating Mr. Leone was in 
violation of the Administrative Code.  Mr. Leone cautioned Mr. Galena advising him this was 
no longer a public hearing.  Mr. Galena asked if the proceedings were private, and Mr. Leone 
answered no, they were not private, Mr. Galena can listen to what is going on in the Council 
Chambers.  Mr. Galena again interrupted advising Mr. Leone that he was part of the assembly.  
Mr. Leone stated that Mr. Galena seemed to be harassing, and Mr. Galena again interrupted 
that Mr. Leone was in violation of the Administrative Code.  Mr. Leone advised Mr. Galena 
that he would tell him one more time, then call a recess, and if necessary, call the city police.  
He asked Mr. Galena to sit down.  Mr. Galena continued to stand, and Mr. Leone called for a 
recess at 7:52 p.m. 

Meeting 
Reconvened Mr. Leone called the Council Meeting back to order at 7:54 p.m. 
 
PH S.A. for Tobacco 
Grant & Creation of 
New Position Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 117, 2007, “Eleventh 2007 Public 

Health Fund Budget Supplemental Appropriation for Tobacco Grant and the Creation of New 
Position.”  Mr. Giles moved to adopt; Mr. Cleaver seconded. 

 
 Mr. Giles wished to congratulate the Administration and the Department of Health as being the main 

health department contracting with 12 other counties in terms of providing cessation programs relating 
to this contract. This grant needs to be expensed and in place in order for this to move forward. A 
contract signed by the state has just become available and that is the reason this is moving forward.  
Mr. Giles advised that this was 100 percent state money and needs to be set forth for those other 12 
counties.    The fact that this county health department has been singled out to be the administrator for 
this particular issue makes this both a unique opportunity and challenge. 



 
 Mr. Leone called for a vote on Ordinance Number 117, 2007, and it carried in a unanimous roll call 

vote. 
Lease Agrmt 
For Corry Ofc 
Health Dept. Mr. Smith gave a reading of Resolution Number  50, 2007, “Approval of Tentative Lease Agreement 

for the Lease by the County of Erie as Lessee of Office Space for Corry Office of Erie County 
Department of Health with Counselling Services Center of Southeastern Erie County, Inc. for 
Property Located at 43 East Washington Street, Corry Pennsylvania.”  Mr. Giles moved to adopt; 
Mr. Foust seconded, and it carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

Sale of  
Parcel from 
Repository   Mr. Giles moved to approve the sale of parcel from the repository at Index Number:  05-027-101.0-

001.00.  Mr. Foust seconded, and it carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Mrs. Loll 
Vote Change   Mrs. Loll advised that she wished to change her vote on Ordinance Number 110, 2007, “2007 General 

Fund Budget Waiver of Personnel Code for Register of Wills” from a yes to a no. 
 
Adjournment   There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:59 p.m. 
 
                                                        Ann M. Bruno, Council Secretary 
 
        * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 


