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Join Erie County Executive Kathy 
Dahlkemper, the Erie County Department 
of Health, Bike Erie and YourErie.com as 
they partner with WQLN Public Media for 
Tour de North Shore weekend July 22-24.  

The Tour de North Shore weekend 
celebrates our region as participants cruise 
around the county by bike. Rides and events 

during the Tour de North Shore weekend 
vary to accommodate every age and riding 
ability. County Executive will lead bikers on 
a tour from Erie to North East and back on 
Friday, July 22.  

More information about the weekend 
can be found here:  http://www.wqln.org/
Auctions-Events/Tour-de-North-Shore.

Join the Tour de North Shore
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Tips to have a safe  
(and happy) summer.
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North Shore.
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connection

Tour de North Shore schedule of events
County Executive Kathy Dahlkemper’s Annual County Bicycle Tour
Friday, July 22

See page 2 for more detailed information

Traci Teudhope’s Good Morning Erie Sunrise Ride
Saturday, July 23

Do you wake up every morning to Good  
Morning Erie on JET 24? Well you can do it  
in person on this 15-mile bike ride with Traci.

When: 6 a.m.
Where: Presque Isle State Park (Beach 1)
Cost: Free

Kinzue Mountain Bike Weekend
Friday, July 22 through Sunday, July 24

When: July 22 at 8 a.m. to July 24 at 5 p.m.
Where: Chapman State Park (4790 Chapman  
Dam Rd., Clarendon, 16313)
Cost: $90



The days are getting longer, the 
sun is shining brighter and it’s 
summer again. Here are some 
tips to make your summer safe 
and fun.

SUN SAFETY
Try to stay out of the sun 

whenever possible, especially 

during the peak hours (10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.). If you can’t stay out 
of the sun, cover yourself by 
wearing protective clothing, hats, 
sunglasses and sunscreen with an 
SPF of 15 or higher.

FOOD FUN
Always be sure to wash your 

hands before handling food. 
When grilling, use different 
plates and utensils to keep raw 
and cooked foods separate. 
Never leave food out for more 
then 2 hours (1 hour if it is above 
90 degrees).

POOL PROTOCOL
It’s important to remember 

safety before you dive in. 
Keep an eye on children at all 
times. Never swim alone or in 
unsupervised areas. Try to avoid 
swallowing pool water and shower 
before and after swimming.

If you follow these tips and use 
common sense, we know you’ll 
have a great summer.

Have a safe summer

Family Fun at Frontier Park
Saturday, July 23

Where: Frontier Park (1501 W. 6th St.)

Family-friendly events throughout the day. 

More events to be announced closer to the date

WQLN’s Fat Tire Costume Ride
Saturday, July 24

This event is sponsored by New Belgium Brewing 
Company’s Fat Tire Beer. Dress up in your favorite 
costume and enjoy this slow ride to Dobbins 
Landing. The last to cross the finish line wins. 
Awards will also be given for the best costumes. 

When: Registration from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., start 
time 1 p.m.
Where: Frontier Park (1501 West 6th St.)
Cost: $10

County Executive  
Kathy Dahlkemper’s 
Annual County  
Bicycle Tour
Friday, July 22

Ride with Kathy Dahlkemper 
on a road tour from Erie to 
North East and back.

When: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Where: Erie County 
Courthouse (140 West 6th 
Street, Erie)
Cost: Free

Register for the ride via email  
at Hwaychoff@eriecountypa.gov 
or by phone at (814)451-6333.

AT&T, Sprint, T-Mobile and Verizon now 
offer the ability to text to 9-1-1  
if voice calling  is not possible.



5 gardens to go see right now
1. �Avonia Beach Park Pond and Garden, Avonia Road, Fairview, Pa. 

Avonia Beach is now more beautiful than ever. Fairview Girl Scout  
Troop #30822 installed a new fountain and a flower garden.

2. �Goodell Gardens & Homestead, 221 Waterford Street, Edinboro, Pa. 
Visit the 78-acre Goodell family farm to see this nonprofit botanical garden.

3. �The Arboretum at Penn State Behrend, 4701 College Drive, Erie, Pa. 
The Arboretum includes more than 250 types of trees.

4. �Bloom Collaborative, 138 East 26th Street, Erie, Pa. 
These 5 acres of gardens and green space in the center of the City of Erie  
will inspire you.

5. �Lower Elk Creek Nature Reserve, North Creek Road, Girard, Pa. 
The reserve is home to a variety of wildflowers every summer.

Gardens
Of Erie County
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Do you want to make the most 
out of summer? Are you craving 
a little sunshine and color? Erie 
County was a lot to offer in the way 
of beautiful gardens. 

If you just take a stroll around 
your neighborhood, you are 
sure to come across some color 
and beauty. You’ll find iris and 
hydrangea in bloom early in the 
season. Later, you’ll start to see the 
day-lilies, daisies, black-eyed susans 
and roses.

But if you’d like to see a more 
organized display than you might 
find in a neighbor’s yard, there are 
plenty of public gardens waiting to 
be explored. Below we’ve listed five 
beautiful Erie County gardens that 
are in full bloom right now. 

If you’d like to get involved in 
gardening in your area, contact 
your local garden club and find out 
how you can help. For a list of local 
garden clubs and how to contact 
them visit www.greeneriepa.org.
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makes a difference 
in Erie CountyCERT 

In 2004, Erie County established a Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT). The CERT team 
is comprised of community volunteers who are trained to 
respond to local disasters when professional responders 
are not immediately available to help. Members are 
trained on fire safety, light search and rescue, team 
organization, and disaster medical operations. 

The CERT concept was established by the Los Angeles 
Fire Department in 1984 and CERT training was made 
available nationwide through FEMA in 1993.  28 states and 
Puerto Rico have introduced CERT training since that time. 

The Erie County CERT is comprised of nearly 100 
volunteers and is divided into four groups based on 
the skills and interests of the volunteers: Emergency 
Operations Center support, logistics, medical support, 
and HAZMAT/Collapse rescue support. While roles 
are assigned into four different groups, all 
units work closely together. Members are 
encouraged to regularly cross-train between 
units to be versatile team members.

The cross-trained team was put to 
work when the Erie County CERT 
responded to a flooding incident in 2015 
at the Albion State Correctional Facility. 
Freezing temperatures in the early 
morning hours dislodged a plug in the 
water tower at the prison, releasing 1,200 
gallons of water per minute onto prison 
grounds. Water supply to the correctional 
facility was cut by midafternoon, and 
would remain off for 72 hours. The 
volunteers with CERT managed the immediate health needs of the 
inmates, diffusing a potentially volitile situation. 

Thanks to the hard work of volunteers, the incident avoided 
escalation. The CERT program is currently accepting new 
volunteers; additional information for those interested can be 
found here: http://www.eriecountypa.gov/county-services/safety-law/
erie-county-department-of-public-safety/public-safety/emergency-
management/cert.aspx. 

Samantha Sutton put her artistic  
talents to good use when she drew this 
image to represent the Erie County CERT 
Team. Samantha is 14-years-old and just 
completed the eighth grade at Wilson 
Elementary. She has been interested in 
art since she was a young girl and hopes 
to someday have a career in art.  

You can see more of Samantha’s  
uniquely stylized artwork at  
www.facebook.com/Sablesapphireart.



Q What is your job title, what does your job entail and 
why do you enjoy it?

A My job title is Internet and Social Media 
Administrator. I am responsible for the County’s 

website and contribute to the County’s social media 
presence. I enjoy creating tools to help County residents.

Q If you had to pick another job to start doing 
tomorrow, what would it be?

A If I had to pick another job, it would be something 
where I could join some of my interests together. I like 

music, traveling, and technology, so being on the concert 
road crew for a music act would be great. I also enjoy 
sports and videography and would like to work for ESPN 
or NFL Films.

QWhat do you do in your free time to relax and 
recharge?

A I like to volunteer with my three sons’ youth sports 
programs. I’ve coached baseball for the last seven years 

and have been a member of the Corry Little League board for 
the past two years. I helped establish the Corry flag football 
league eight years ago and have been a coach and board 
member during that time. I’ve also coached for the Corry 
Area School District  football program for the last four years. 

Q What is your biggest pet peeve?

A Bad drivers.

Q If you won the lottery, what would be the first thing 
you would spend the money on?

A If I won the lottery I would spend the money on my 
family and extended family. I’d make sure everyone 

could live comfortably. I wouldn’t quit working; I’d 
probably work more by creating a few businesses. 

Q What is your favorite type of music? Genre, style, 
decade?

A I like all kinds of music and my daily playlist includes 
bands like Daft Punk, A Tribe Called Quest and 

Rage Against the Machine. Everclear, Bad Religion and 
Coheed and Cambria are also some of my favorites.

QWhat are three things left on your bucket list?

A Visit Japan. Hold a political office.  
Start a nonprofit.

QWhat is the last movie you saw, and what did you 
think of it?

A I saw Captain America: Civil War and thought it 
could have been better, but I enjoy going to all the 

comic book based movies with my kids because I was a 
comic reader when I was young.

Q If you could eat only one meal for the rest of your 
life, what would it be?

A I’d be happy with a cheeseburger.

Employee  spotlight

Meet John Yatsko



The Erie County Conservation District, 
in partnership with Environment Erie, has 
brought a new community art project to 
Erie County. This art project not only adds 
beauty to our community, but also has a  
positive impact on the environment. 

Local artists were commissioned to 
decorate 51 rain barrels which are being 
displayed throughout the county this 
summer and fall at local businesses who 

sponsored the project. The map below 
outlines the locations of the 51 barrels.

The goal of this project is to educate 
the community about the benefits of rain 
barrels. It is also a way to showcase the 
talent of our local artists and beautify our 
community.

To see more photos of the decorated barrels 
and to get more information on this project, 
please visit www.erieconservation.com.



Congratulations to the employees of  
Erie County who have achieved

Robert Blakely
Kirk Brabender
Stephani  
Depalma-Johnson
Max Peaster

Pamela Brunner
John Griffith
Andrea Muscarella
James Muscarella
William Niebling
Sylvia Waid
Larie Weschler

Joseph Aguglia
Amy Alcorn
Amy Angelone
Mary Jo Battle
Kathy Bliley
Krystal Boyd
Marilynn Brown 
Patty Bush
Benjamin Cardot
Keith Comi
Correy Connelly
Scott Coughenour
Luis Cruz
Ashley Csuhta
Michael Dejohn
Michelle Dichter
Debra Haas
Teresa Hall

Sandra Hammon
Tashara Hancock
Sheryl Hoetzel
Ryan Kightlinger
Brian Krowicki
Janet Krugger
Nicholas Kuchcinski
Mark Mannarino
Craig Montgomery 
Kristy Wallace
Shelly Kurzik
Lisa Langer 
Irving Maldonado
Jon McEnroe
Brian Mesaros
John Moore
Carrie Munsee
Kellie Nuara

Melissa Olowinski
Candace Palkovic
Charlotte Pelc
Scott Pelinsky
Gregory Phillips
Jeffrey Quirk
Eugene Ricci
Patrick Ryan
David Sanner
Debra Shreve
Sharon Slubowski
Debra Smith
Brianne Sparks
Tamara Trump- 
Branton
LeeAnn Twidle
Donna Wilson

years

years years

years years

Brian Ames
Linda Arkelian
Bonnie Billig
Tito Bongiorno
Kathleen Boucher
Thomas Burkett
Keith Burns
Brian Carlson
Diane Coveleski
Timothy Donovan
Janice Fitzgerald
Judith Fronzaglia
John Grappy
Amy Hammill
Yvonne Hammill
Richard Hoffman
Andrew Jackson
Robert King
Deborah Kingsley
Danette Lee
Marie Lewis

Marilyn Losapio
Joshua Maloney
Susan McDonald
Janice Ortiz
Craig Owen
Mark Richmond
Dale Robinson
Anthony Sanfilippo
Julie Santana
Gerald Schwab
Eileen Smith
Jennifer Snider
Loretta Soto
Suzanne Sundy
Todd Trejchel
Jean Vickey
Darlene Wickstrom
Thomas Wurst
John Yatsko
Larie Zack

Julio Achille
Kevin Biel
Lynn Cedeno
Lyell Cook
James E. Dempsey
Richard Houghton
Susan Jones
Elizabeth Karle
Patricia Kennedy
Basil Komarow
Carol Loll
Gregory Ranson
David Rodgers
Dennis Schreckengost
Barbara Turner
Evelyn Wesman


