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 RESOLUTION NUMBER 36, 2015 
 

 
In Support of the Designation and Development of A National Marine Sanctuary in the 

Pennsylvania Waters of Lake Erie, Including Presque Isle Bay 
 

 
WHEREAS, the National Marine Sanctuary Program was established in 1972 to preserve the 
extraordinary scenic beauty, biodiversity, historical connections, and economic productivity of the 
nation’s most precious underwater treasures for future generations and to foster an understanding 
of our country’s maritime heritage and landscape; and 
 
WHEREAS, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Office of National 
Marine Sanctuaries serves as the trustee for a network of 14 protected marine sanctuaries 
encompassing more than 170,000 square miles of marine and Great Lakes waters throughout the 
nation; and 
 
WHEREAS, for the first time in two decades, NOAA has invited communities across the nation to 
nominate their most treasured places in our marine and Great Lakes waters for consideration as 
national marine sanctuaries; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania waters of Lake Erie, which encompasses 759 square miles and 
Presque Isle Bay, along Erie County, Pennsylvania, is home to 132 identified shipwrecks, which 
have archeological, historical and recreational value, none of which are listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places; and  
 
WHEREAS, the County of Erie, on behalf of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, has recommended 
that a 759 square mile area in the Pennsylvania waters of Lake Erie be nominated for designation 
by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration as a national marine sanctuary to 
preserve these historical resources; and 
 
WHEREAS, Erie County encourages and supports the proposed sanctuary allow for recreational 
activities within its designated boundaries, including, but not limited to:  recreational and 
commercial boating; charter, recreational, and commercial diving; charter, recreational, and 
commercial fishing; as well as activities promoting education and research; and 
 
WHEREAS, establishment of the proposed national marine sanctuary will enhance recreational 
opportunities,  preserve and protect valuable maritime resources; advance educational 
programming in the region; interpret the maritime and cultural history of the area; as a part of 
promoting tourism, a key component of economic development for the state and the region; and 
 
WHEREAS, no state or local matching funds or on-going operational support are required in order 
to establish a national marine sanctuary; however, local resources and infrastructure may be used 
in partnership with NOAA to complement and enrich a national sanctuary project; and  
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RESOLUTION NUMBER 36, 2015 
 

 
In Support of the Designation and Development of A Proposed National Marine Sanctuary in 

the Pennsylvania Waters of Lake Erie, Including Presque Isle Bay 
 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the County of Erie hereby urges and supports the 
nomination, designation and development of the proposed national marine sanctuary in the 
Pennsylvania waters of Lake Erie, including Presque Isle Bay. 
 
 
On the motion of _______________________, seconded by _________________________, this resolution was  
 
passed on this _____day of _______________, 2015 by a vote of ___ to ___. 

 
APPROVED BY: 
 
 
 

 
__________________________________________  ___________________________________________ 

Fiore Leone, Chairman     Kathy Dahlkemper,  
Erie County Council     County Executive 

 
 
   Date:_____________________________________  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________________ 

Douglas R. Smith 
County Clerk 

 
Date:____________________________________ 
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