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SPECIAL MEETING 

 
 
            June 18, 2015 
11:30 A.M. - Council Caucus   
12:00 P.M. – Council Meeting   
 
    

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
2. OPTIONAL PRAYER OR INVOCATION 
 
3. ROLL CALL 

 
4. HEARING OF THE PUBLIC 

 
5. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
A.  None. 

 
6. REPORTS OF COUNTY OFFICIALS 

 
A. County Executive and/or her Designee 
B. Members of County Council 
C. Other 

  

 
Fiore Leone, Chairman 
Phil Fatica, Vice Chairman 
Jay Breneman 
Edward T. DiMattio, Jr. 
Dr. Kyle Foust 
André R. Horton 
Carol Loll 

 
AGENDA 

 
Erie County Council 

 
www.eriecountygov.org 
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7. NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Possible Adoption of Resolution Number 36, 2015, “In Support of the Designation 

and Development of a Proposed National Marine Sanctuary in the Pennsylvania 
Waters of Lake Erie, Including Presque Isle Bay”.  (Councilman Horton) 
 

B. Possible Adoption of Resolution Number 37, 2015, “A Resolution Rejecting the 
Proposed Amendment to Extend the Existence of the Erie Metropolitan Transit 
Authority”.   

 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT  



 RESOLUTION NUMBER 36, 2015 
 

 
In Support of the Designation and Development of A National Marine Sanctuary in the 

Pennsylvania Waters of Lake Erie, Including Presque Isle Bay 
 

 
WHEREAS, the National Marine Sanctuary Program was established in 1972 to preserve the 
extraordinary scenic beauty, biodiversity, historical connections, and economic productivity of the 
nation’s most precious underwater treasures for future generations and to foster an understanding 
of our country’s maritime heritage and landscape; and 
 
WHEREAS, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Office of National 
Marine Sanctuaries serves as the trustee for a network of 14 protected marine sanctuaries 
encompassing more than 170,000 square miles of marine and Great Lakes waters throughout the 
nation; and 
 
WHEREAS, for the first time in two decades, NOAA has invited communities across the nation to 
nominate their most treasured places in our marine and Great Lakes waters for consideration as 
national marine sanctuaries; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania waters of Lake Erie, which encompasses 759 square miles and 
Presque Isle Bay, along Erie County, Pennsylvania, is home to 132 identified shipwrecks, which 
have archeological, historical and recreational value, none of which are listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places; and  
 
WHEREAS, the County of Erie, on behalf of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, has recommended 
that a 759 square mile area in the Pennsylvania waters of Lake Erie be nominated for designation 
by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration as a national marine sanctuary to 
preserve these historical resources; and 
 
WHEREAS, Erie County encourages and supports the proposed sanctuary allow for recreational 
activities within its designated boundaries, including, but not limited to:  recreational and 
commercial boating; charter, recreational, and commercial diving; charter, recreational, and 
commercial fishing; as well as activities promoting education and research; and 
 
WHEREAS, establishment of the proposed national marine sanctuary will enhance recreational 
opportunities,  preserve and protect valuable maritime resources; advance educational 
programming in the region; interpret the maritime and cultural history of the area; as a part of 
promoting tourism, a key component of economic development for the state and the region; and 
 
WHEREAS, no state or local matching funds or on-going operational support are required in order 
to establish a national marine sanctuary; however, local resources and infrastructure may be used 
in partnership with NOAA to complement and enrich a national sanctuary project; and  
 
  



RESOLUTION NUMBER 36, 2015 
 

 
In Support of the Designation and Development of A Proposed National Marine Sanctuary in 

the Pennsylvania Waters of Lake Erie, Including Presque Isle Bay 
 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the County of Erie hereby urges and supports the 
nomination, designation and development of the proposed national marine sanctuary in the 
Pennsylvania waters of Lake Erie, including Presque Isle Bay. 
 
 
On the motion of _______________________, seconded by _________________________, this resolution was  
 
passed on this _____day of _______________, 2015 by a vote of ___ to ___. 

 
APPROVED BY: 
 
 
 

 
__________________________________________  ___________________________________________ 

Fiore Leone, Chairman     Kathy Dahlkemper,  
Erie County Council     County Executive 

 
 
   Date:_____________________________________  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________________ 

Douglas R. Smith 
County Clerk 

 
Date:____________________________________ 



 RESOLUTION NUMBER 37, 2015 
 
 

A Resolution Rejecting the Proposed Amendment to Extend the Existence of the  
Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority 

 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the County Council for the County of Erie, pursuant to Article II, Section 3B 
of the Home Rule Charter and the Municipal Authorities Act of 1945, 53 P.S. § 301 et seq., as amended, 
53 Pa. C.S.A. § 5601 et seq.; and 

 
WHEREAS,  on September 14, 1966, the City of Erie and the County of Erie, pursuant to the 
Municipal Authorities Act of 1945 (the "Act"), jointly filed Articles of Incorporation with the 
Department of State, incorporating the Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority (the "Authority"); the 
Authority was incorporated to acquire property, facilities, equipment and to retain personnel for the 
purpose of operating a mass transportation system for public use in the metropolitan area, 
including the City of Erie and its surrounding environs within Erie County; the term of existence 
ofthe Authority, as prescribed by the Act and stated in the Articles of Incorporation, is fifty (50) 
years; unless extended by Amendment to the Articles of Incorporation, the term of existence of 
the Authority shall expire on September 14, 2016; an amendment to extend the term of 
existence of the Authority shall be submitted by the Authority for rejection or approval to the 
governing bodies who incorporated the Authority; on January 26, 2015, the Authority amended its 
Articles of Incorporation to extend the term of its existence for an additional fifty (50) years or until 
September 14, 2016; the Authority thereafter submitted the proposed Amendment to the governing 
body of the City of Erie and, on February 4, 2015, the City of Erie adopted a Resolution to approve the 
Amendment as submitted; on January 30, 2015, the Authority submitted the proposed Amendment 
to the governing body of the County of Erie; and 
 
WHEREAS, the demographics of the City and County have significantly changed over the past fifty 
(50) years, the population of the City of Erie has steadily declined while the populations of Millcreek, 
Summit,  and Harborcreek Townships have steadily increased, the manufacturing industry which 
sustained the local economy following World War II has all but dwindled while businesses, shopping 
malls and plazas, big box stores and eateries have grown up outside the city limits, the Authority, for 
all intents and purposes, has limited transportation services to the City of Erie, failing to stimulate 
and facilitate transportation of the public from municipalities outside the City to the City and from 
the City of Erie to municipalities outside the City of Erie; and 



RESOLUTION NUMBER 37, 2015 
 
 

A Resolution Rejecting the Proposed Amendment to Extend the Existence of the  
Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority 

 
WHEREAS, transit authorities and transportation services are vital to the socio- economic growth 
and progress of a sprawling community, transportation facilities and services should extend to 
the surrounding environs of the City of Erie and within Erie County. It is in the best interest of Erie 
County, municipalities within Erie County, the City of Erie and the taxpayers of Erie County who 
depend upon and regularly use transportation services,  that  a  regional  countywide  
transportation  authority  replace  the  existing transportation Authority. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, County Council of the County of Erie does hereby reject the Authority's 
Amendment to extend its existence. Further, in seeking the cooperation of the members of the 
Authority and the City of Erie, County Council would encourage a meeting among the public officials in 
the very near future. 
 
On the motion of _______________________, seconded by _________________________, this resolution was  
 
passed on this _____day of _______________, 2015 by a vote of ___ to ___. 

 
APPROVED BY: 
 
 
 

 
__________________________________________  ___________________________________________ 

Fiore Leone, Chairman     Kathy Dahlkemper,  
Erie County Council     County Executive 

 
 
   Date:_____________________________________  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________________ 

Douglas R. Smith 
County Clerk 

 
Date:____________________________________ 


