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Erie County Resident Deaths

A total of 8,076 Erie County residents died during the period 2009 to 2011, for a corresponding crude
death rate of 9.6 deaths per 1,000 population (Table 1). Overall, 3,873 (48.0%) deaths were to males
and 4,203 (52.0%) were to females. The crude death rates for males and females were 9.4 and 9.8
deaths per 1,000, respectively.

Although only 8.4% of all resident deaths occurred in persons under the age of 50 years, over half
(51.1%) occurred in those 80 years and older. Of the 75 total infant deaths, 53 (70.7%) occurred
during the neonatal period (first 27 days of life). With respect to race and ethnicity, 7,639 (94.6%)
deaths were to Whites, 389 (4.8%) were to Blacks, and 48 (0.6%) were to persons classified as Other
or Unknown Race. A total of 59 (0.7%) deaths were to Hispanics or Latinos, of any race.

Table 1. Erie County Resident Deaths, 2009-2011

Note: Two infant deaths were of unknown sex

Age Group Total Population (%) Males (%) Females (%)
All Ages 8,076 (100.0) 3,873 (100.0) 4,203 (100.0)
0-9 102 (1.3) 60 (1.5) 42 (1.0)
10-19 31(0.4) 18 (0.5) 13 (0.3)
20-29 118 (1.5) 84 (2.2) 34 (0.8)
30-39 129 (1.6) 85 (2.2) 44 (1.0)
40- 49 302 (3.7) 171 (4.4) 131 (3.1)
50-59 708 (8.8) 419 (10.8) 289 (6.9)
60 - 69 1,010 (12.5) 598 (15.4) 412 (9.8)
70-79 1,552 (19.2) 832 (21.5) 720 (17.1)
80 and older 4,124 (51.1) 1,606 (41.5) 2,518 (59.9)
Infant deaths 75 (0.9) 46 (1.2) 27 (0.6)

< 28 days 53 (0.7) 31(0.8) 21 (0.5)

28 - 364 days 22 (0.3) 15 (0.4) 6(0.1)
Race or Ethnicity
White 7,639 (94.6) 3,628 (93.7) 4,011 (95.4)
Black or African American 389 (4.8) 221 (5.7) 168 (4.0)
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 59 (0.6) 35 (0.9) 24 (0.6)




The 38 municipalities of Erie County are shown in Figure 1. During 2009-2011, the number of resident
deaths ranged from a low of 7 in Elgin Borough to a high of 3,231 in the City of Erie. Erie County’s
three most populous municipalities - the City of Erie (2012 population = 101,043), Millcreek Township
(population = 54,093), and Harborcreek Township (population = 17,192) - accounted for nearly two-
thirds (64.6%) of all county deaths, with 3,231, 1,545, and 442 deaths, respectively.

Of the 75 county infant deaths that occurred during 2009-2011, 53 (70.7%) were classified as
residents of the City of Erie. The municipality with the next highest number of infant deaths was
Millcreek Township, with 5. In 2009-2011, 91.5% of all Black deaths and 78.0% of all Hispanic/Latino
deaths occurred among City of Erie residents.

Figure 1. The 38 Municipalities of Erie County
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Leading Causes of Death

In the period 2009-2011, Erie County’s age-adjusted death rate for all causes of death was 777.1
deaths per 100,000 population (Table 2). The age-adjusted rates for males and females were 924.9
and 665.2 per 100,000, respectively. With respect to race, the age-adjusted rates for Whites and
Blacks were 772.3 and 926.5 per 100,000, respectively.



The 10 leading causes of death for Erie County residents in 2009-2011 are shown in Table 2. Although
these causes collectively accounted for 6,261 (77.5%) of the 8,076 county deaths, heart disease and
cancer (malignant neoplasms) accounted for nearly half (48.5%) of all resident deaths.

With the exception of Alzheimer’s disease, the age-adjusted death rates for males were higher than

the rates for females for each of the leading causes. Due to low counts, age-adjusted rates for Blacks
were calculated for only three leading causes - heart disease, cancer, and stroke. Blacks experienced
substantially higher death rates than Whites for each of these causes.

Table 2. Erie County Leading Causes of Death and Age-Adjusted Death Rates, 2009-2011

Total Population Male Female White Black
Cause of Death Deaths ErieRate PARate  Deaths ErieRate PARate  Deaths ErigRate PARate  Deaths ErieRate PARate  Deaths ErieRate PARate
All Causes of Death 806 M1 7650 3813 949 9188 4203 6652 6451 769 T3 T2 B NS 92
Heart Disease 20% 1987 1866 107 w2 B0 1068 1571 1485 1994 1916 1840 § My B4

Cancer (Malignant Neoplasms) 1819 1816 1800 o 260 2186 87 185 1937 L 180 1783 8 266 209

ChronicLower Respiratory Diseases 476 459 389 W 587 460 B B3 U4 4 63 38 1 NA - 338
Stroke (Cerebrovascular Diseases) 439 401 393 56 374 33 83 45 RS a7 08 82 A 64 %5
Accidents (Unintentional Injuries) 338 375 408 M 512 %9 2 B2 00 39 81 45 18 N BT
Alzheimer's Disease B3 A7 193 B Bl 18 1% a4 Al 1 N6 00 3 NA 131
Diabetes Mellitus noonl 02 19 B4 B3 02 16 173 03 08 194 16 NA 322
Nephritis, Nephrotic Syndrome, 0 194 107 B 26 03 15 174 U8 199 180 166 15 NA 318
&Nephrosis

Influenza & Pneumonia 199 168 W7 8 199 183 09 143 124 18 156 W7 1 NA 153
Suicide (Intentional Self-Harm) m ny 12 &g a0 01 b 54 49 05 146 134 4 NA 58

Notes: Age-adjusted rates were computed by the direct method using the year 2000 U.S. standard million population age distribution. Rates are per 100,000 U.S. standard population; NA =Not available
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