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Memorandum 
 
To: All Erie County Municipalities; All Erie County School Districts; and All Contiguous 

Counties, Municipalities and School Districts  

From: Jake S. Welsh, Director 

Date: July 18, 2014 

Re: Act 247 Review; 10-year Update of the Erie County Future Land Use Plan Map  
 

 
NOTICE 

 
In accordance with Section 302 (d) of Act 247, the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code 
(MPC), the County of Erie is required to update its comprehensive plan every ten years. An 
important component to the County’s Comprehensive Plan is the Erie County Future Land Use 
Plan Map. The current map was adopted on December 9, 2003, as part of the Erie County Land 
Use Plan. The Future Land Use Map has no regulatory authority. However, it is important for policy 
making and planning purposes, and is often referenced in support of grant applications.  
 
The purpose of this notice is to inform you of the proposed update to the Erie County 
Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map. Pursuant to Section 302 of the MPC, the proposed 
map update is being subjected to a 45 day review and comment period. Following the review and 
comment period, the map will be forwarded to Erie County Council for its consideration of adoption 
as part of Erie County’s Comprehensive Plan. 
 
The 2014 Erie County Future Land Use Map is available for viewing at 
www.eriecountyplanning.org. Paper copies may be requested by contacting our office at the 
address below, or by phone, at (814) 451-7423. 
 
Please review the map, and submit any comments by September 15, 2014. Comments may be 
submitted to jmcgranor@eriecountygov.org or to the following address: 
 

Erie County Department of Planning 
Erie County Courthouse, Room 111 

140 West 6th Street 
Erie, PA 16501 



 

 

DEFINITIONS 
 
Land use designations shown on the 2014 Erie County Future Land Use Map are 
defined as follows: 
 

Designated Growth Area 

A region within a county that includes and surrounds a city, borough, or village, and 
within which residential and mixed-use development is permitted or planned for at 
densities of one unit to the acre or more; commercial, industrial, and institutional uses 
are permitted or planned for; and public infrastructure services are provided or planned. 

Future Growth Area 

An area outside of, and adjacent to, a designated growth area where residential, 
commercial, industrial, and institutional uses and development are permitted or planned 
at varying densities and public infrastructure services may or may not be provided, but 
future development at greater densities is planned to accompany the orderly extension 
and provision of public infrastructure services. 

Village 

An unincorporated settlement that is part of a township where residential and mixed-use 
densities of one unit to the acre or more exist or are permitted and commercial, 
industrial, or institutional uses exist or are permitted. 

Rural Resource Area 

An area described in a municipal of multi-municipal plan within which rural resource 
uses, including, but not limited to, agriculture, timbering, mining, quarrying, and other 
extractive industries, forest and game lands and recreation, and tourism are 
encouraged and enhanced, development that is compatible with or supportive of such 
uses is permitted, and public infrastructure services are not provided except in villages. 

Conservation/Public Recreation Area 

These are major public-owned recreation facilities, such as Presque Isle State Park, 
State Game Lands, major parks, along with major stream corridors/floodplains. 
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