2.6 System Sustainability and Livability

Overview

Recently, the US Department of Transportation (DOT), the US Department of Housing
and Urban Development, and the US Environmental Protection Agency formed the in-
teragency ‘Partnership for Sustainable Communities’. The goal of this partnership is to
encourage the use of livability principles to create sustainable communities. Sustainable
and livable communities are places that have a variety of housing and transportation
choices, with destinations close to home. As a result, they tend to have lower transporta-
tion costs, reduce air pollution and stormwater runoff, preserve historic properties and
sensitive lands, save people time in traffic, and are more economically resilient.

The key aspects to sustainability and livability in regards to the transportation system
is the availability of multi-modal choices for residents, and the development of context
sensitive solutions to improve the economic competitiveness of neighborhoods and en-
hance and protect the unique characteristics of each community.

In order to evaluate the transportation needs related to sustainability and livability, the
planning process required an extensive outreach program to gather input from the pub-
lic, municipal officials, and key community and economic development stakeholders.
The process also involved a comprehensive review of previous plans and studies, and
an analysis of the County’s community, environmental, and cultural resources.

Baseline Perspectives

The Erie LRTP incorporates the concepts of sustainability and livability through empha-
sizing multi-modal choices, context sensitive solutions, and the preservation of natural
and historical resources.

Local Plans & Priorities

Understanding the land use of an area is vital to developing context sensitive transporta-
tion solutions. Early in the planning process, the project team reviewed the Erie County
Comprehensive Plan and each Municipal Comprehensive Plan and zoning ordinance
adopted by the communities within the county. This effort identified current zoning des-
ignations, targeted development areas, and downtown & neighborhood districts across
the county.

ERIE COUNTY L.ONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Within the Erie LRTP, System Sustainability and
Livability overlaps with Federal Planning Factor
#5: “Protect and enhance the environment, pro-
mote energy conservation, improve the quality of
life, and promote consistency between transporta-
tion improvements and State and local planned
growth and economic development patterns”.

At the state level, a focus on economic vitality is
inherent in the PA Mobility Plan Goal 2: “Improve
the quality of life by linking transportation, land
use, economic development, and environmental
stewardship” and the Keystone Principles of foster-
ing sustainable businesses, restoring and enhancing
the environment, and enhancing recreational and
heritage resources.
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LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Economic Development Survey
This survey will help inform the update to the Erie County Long Range Transportation Plan.

Our goal is to identify transportation related that face the business / economic

R waton: _YVAGSIA P\DZSH Peac Sy Sepuces
Type of busi ation: __PRAL_SOTATE Pl SCAGT
Address of busi jzation:_ IO BeAah 8T, 212 B\ 16509

Contact Information for Survey Follow-Up:

wame:_[_AGASN A WARIL [ Bratee/n el
email:__LABAN.MALSHE WA WALCSH. oA o
hone Number:__ 214440 A4S, (eeld OG- Qo EAD _(Hice)

What challenges are common for businesses in Erie County (or for your current or planned business site}?

Qwater/sewer  Mransportation (roads)  lother
Please describe: NS ANUNCHPALITIES ause VO

P A RACH ST BUSINGSS SouTH OF =90, 2onis A% ~oT

Site development  QEnvironmental Problems

| & v/ ory, LANES.
‘What are the advantages of operating a business in Erie County?
OAccess to raw materials  BLocation/Accessibility ®Cost of doing business ZProximity to markets None of these QOther
Please describe: | QN CCET () q AT, TIRES ARE. eI E -
CLOS? 70 MASTR. MARYTS 2. CLEABUASD  PITTSBeGH 8 8OFEFA(O.

LAKE SR\T S STIL UNDER  UTILIZE0D, 5sPeciALY 72 AL oxTIAE.

Do any of the following issues present a specific transportation challenge to the local business ity (or to your )

Lack of Parking Byves ONo O (please describe):Cr1Y SPRFETS MARE WINTLLS AU
Cost of Parking Qves XNo QO (please describe):

Traffic Congestion Myes Ono O (please describe): \PPER_CeACH, saurt o GO

Confusing Streets Qves MNo 0 (please describe): g #hNE. A NICZ GRID , SR T MWV
Lack of signage or ing QYes ONo M (please describe): NS LAV 1~ THE_ GOMMUNITY

Delivery times Qves MNo O (please describe):

Transportation costs Qves KNo O (please describe):

Other (please describe): CTULS. SE8AS O D AL

NOT AR AS oL MIGHT Hef2. !

Please return by February 14, 2011 to: Erie County Department of Planning / Attn: John Morgan
140 West Sixth Street, RM 111 / Erie, PA 16501 / PH: (814) 451-6012 / Email: jmorgan @eriecountygov.org Page10f 2

In addition to the document review and land use analysis, the project team requested
each of the 38 municipalities in the county to also review their respective plans and
studies and submit community transportation priorities to the MPO via the standardize
PennDOT Level 1 Screening form. In total 69 community priorities were submitted by
the 23 municipalities that responded.

This effort established a land use context for the 2040 LRTP and also ensured that the
Plan was consistent with local priorities.

Public Outreach

Understanding land use is one element of context sensitive design and planning to sup-
port livability and sustainability, the other is understanding what the residents of a com-
munity value, and what business and economic development agencies need to ensure
that their communities remain resilient and competitive.

Community input process is discusses below. The needs and concerns of the business
and economic development communities are documented in Chapter 2.2.

Public Meeting

A public meeting was held at the Blasco Memorial Library in downtown Erie. The meet-
ing consisted of a presentation and a public engagement period in which participants to
speak with the project team members at several workstations. Each workstation focused
different elements of the plane including land use, population and employment fore-
casts, roadways, traffic volumes, traffic signals, trails, the intermodal passenger system,
and the intermodal freight system. Each workstation included a map on which partici-
pants could draw and write. Participates could also engage with staff at two Google
Earth stations. These stations allowed participants to identify concerns to team members
via a geospatial mapping program.. In addition to the work stations, participants were
provided comment forms that could be submitted immediately or mailed in at a later
date. In all, 53 Google Map Points were identified, 29 comment forms were received, and
several concerns were identified on the workstation maps.
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Exhibit 2.6.1 - Transportation Prioritization from Online Survey

How IMPORTANT are the following to you?

Highway access ‘
Local roads ‘
Sidewalks |
Trails r
Bicycle amenities -
: -
Transit (bus) services
— . Very Important
Parking | BN Somewhat Important
Alr travel B Not Important
Truck access ‘
T
Access torail
Rail services T
Water port facilities
|
Waterfront access ‘ —
Recreational
boating amenities ‘
T T
0% 20% 40% 60% 80 % 100 %

Exhibit 2.6.2 - Transportation Needs from Online Survey

How would you RATE the transportation infrastrucuture available to you?

Highway Access T
Local Roads o
Sidewalks

Trails

Bicycle Amenities
Transit {bus) services m= Needs Major Improvement
Parking mm Needs Minor Improvement

Air Travel -
mm Adequate
Truck Access

Access to rail m= Not applicable to me
Rail Service
Water port facilities

Waterfront access

Recreational
boating amenities

|
20% 40% 60%

0%

L.ONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Online Surveys

An online survey was also developed to solicit ad-
ditional public input. The survey was two-tiered: a
general survey and a project/issue specific survey.
The general survey mirrored the public meeting
comment form and sought information on travel
behavior and priorities. The general survey pro-
vided the option to link to a project/issue specific
survey that mirrored the information gathered in
the PennDOT Level 1 Screening Forms. The online
surveys were advertised via mass e-mail, the Erie
County Department of Planning website, articles in
local news publications, and goerie.com (website
for the Erie Times News). In addition, the project
team placed tent cards inviting the public to log into
to the survey at each computer station in every pub-
lic library located in Erie County. In all, 272 people

responded to the general survey with 108 advancing

to the detailed project/issue specific survey.

One of the questions asked via the online survey

was how important a variety of transportation issues

were to respondents (Ex/hibit 2.6.1)

Responses indicated that the top 3 transportation
issues were local roads, highway access, and water-
front access. This was followed by questions that

asked respondents to identify which of the transpor-

tation issues needed improvement (Ex/ibit 2.6.2)

Respondents indicated that local roads, followed by
sidewalks, and parking needed the most improve-
ment.
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R r n rtuniti

Environmental, cultural, and community resources are
all integral to a community’s quality of life. Environ-
mental resources include wetlands, forests, and farm-
land; cultural resources are our museums and historic
places; and community resources are enjoyed at parks,
schools, and tourist attractions. Access to these resourc-
es and their preservation help define a community’s
character and improve its sustainability and livability.

Community Resources

Sustainable and livable communities offer numerous
recreation, education, consumer, and education op-
portunities. The communities in Erie County have an
advantage with a thriving tourism industry, numerous
institutes of higher education, sports arenas, several
downtown commercial districts, and a major shopping
center. However, sustainable communities not only
have these amenities, but also provide multi-modal ac-
cess to them.

The transportation system as documented in Section

5 of this chapter does provide a variety of choices and
connections including transit services, multi-use trails,
cross-county bicycle routes, and sidewalk networks in
urban areas. However areas for improvement have also
been identified. Improving the availability of multi-
modal choices and connecting those choices to commu-
nity resources is an important performance measure

of sustainability and livability for the transportation
system.

US 19 Study Improvements

D Cultural & Historic Resources

Prime Farmland

Farmland of Statewide Importance
- Wetlands
l:l Hydric Soils

]

Municipal Waste Operations

o Land Recycling Cleanup Locations

] EPA Data

Roadways

==mmmw Erie County Waterways

& SETSE B ~ 7

Act 167 Watershed Plan

Environmental & Cultural Resources

Erie County is also rich in cultural and environmental resources. Several historical soci-
eties and other organizations maintain and preserve museums and landmarks through-
out county that are a source of community character and pride. The natural aspects of
the county are equally important. The lakeshore, , vineyards, and fishing streams are
substantial draws for the tourist industries but are also vital to the culture, traditions,
and sense of place held by our communities. While access to these locations is important,
so too is their preservation.
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These resources all fall under the protections of the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA). A key aspect to livability and sustainability is the protection of both cultural
and environmental resources to ensure that our communities can enjoy them for genera-
tions. To accomplish this, the MPO has incorporated PennDOT’s new project delivery
process to ensure that the principles and objective of NEPA are linked with transporta-
tion planning process.

This process builds on the public and municipal out reach previously discussed in this
section by utilizing geospatial information systems (GIS) and PennDOT’s Linking Plan-
ning & NEPA Forms to identify potential environmental and cultural impacts that may
be encountered during the construction of transportation projects. This early identi-
fication allows the MPO to coordinate with municipalities, PennDOT, and numerous
resource agencies to develop projects that are context sensitive and reduce or mitigate
impacts to environmental resources and avoid damaging historical landmarks.

Future Planning Perspectives

Building and preserving sustainable and livable communities is a much more compre-
hensive effort that transportation planning alone, but the MPO can institute policies and
programs to encourage sustainable planning and development:

* Continue to develop new methods to engage the public and update the Public
Participation Plan

* Adopt a complete streets policy consistent with PennDOT’s Smart Transportation
Guidebook to ensure that context sensitive solutions are considered for all
transportation projects

* Create an inventory of all pedestrian, cycling, and transit facilities to identify gaps
and prioritize multi-modal improvements

* Coordinate with the Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority to update the Coordinated
Human Services Plan to ensure that population centers have efficient and effect
transit connections to community resources and employment opportunities

* Coordinate with the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission (PHMC), the
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR), and local
historical and environmental organizations to maintain accurate geospatial data and
identify opportunities to protect and enhance Erie County’s resources.

ERIE COUNTY L.ONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN

The success of the plan in improving system sustainability
and livability will be measured by ranking projects based
upon:

— Ability of the project to
provide a distinct benefit or enhancement to a designated
E] area.

— Ability of the project to add,
enhance, or benefit recreational opportunities of local,
countywide, or regional scale.

— Ability of the project to address needs
identified in or supported by existing municipal compre-
hensive plans or other locally adopted plans or studies.

— Ability of the project to be consis-
tent with Smart Transportation principles.
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