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TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page N°
0 1 1 Yo [0 o T o 1
1.1 The Future of the Trail ... ... e e e eaaeans 1
A = - 103 (o 0T o 2
1.3 Purpose of the Plan . ..o e 3
1.4  The Seaway Trail EXPEriENCEe ... ..t e e e e aeaeeaaennas 4
1.5 Enhancing the Seaway Trail EXPEriencCe. .......coveiriiiiiiiii i iaiaeaaens 5
1.6 Interpreting the Seaway Trail EXPErienCe. .......cvuitiieiiiiiiii i aaeaaannns 7
1.7  The Seaway Trail Corridor. ... ... e e e e eaaeanns 8
1.8  Management Plan and Methodology..........couiiiiiiiii i 11
1.9  Goals and ODJECHIVES. . . . ... e e 12
2.0  Building the FULUIe ... ..o 17
2.1 FULUIES Plan .. ..o 18
2.1.1 Springfield TOWNShIp.......ooii ettt 19
2.1.2 Lake City/Girard Boroughs. . .......coiiiiiiii et 20
2.1.3 Fairview TOWNSNIP ...t 21
2.1.4 Millcreek TOWNSNIP. ... e 22
2.1.5 Presque Isle State Park ..........c..ooiiiiiiimi e 22
2.1.6 City of Erie ? Bayfront POrtion..........c..oeiiiiiiiii i aaeean 23
2.1.7 City of Erie 2 DOWNtOWN POItiON. . ...t eeae 26
2.1.8 Lawrence Park TOWNSHIP . ...cuuonii i 26
2.1.9 Harborcreek TOWNSNIP ...ttt ee e e 27
2.1.10 North East TOWNSHIP . .. ce et e e e e e e eaeaeaanas 27
2.2 Implementation MatriX. ... ... 31
3.0 Interpreting the Seaway Trail.........ooiiiiiii it 39
3.1 History ONn the Water . ...ttt ettt eenn 40
3.1.1 French and Indian War/War of 1812 ........ciiiiiiiii i eean 40
3.2 History Beside the Water ...........iiiiiiiii i eae 43
3.2.1 Three FIags/Three FOrtS . .. ... e e eeans 43
3.3  History and Recreation Inthe Water........ ...t 44
3.3.1 Shipwrecks, Underwater Attractions and Diving...........ccooviiiiiiiiiennnann. 44
3.4 History On and Beside the Water..........c.iiiiiiiii i 45
3.4.1 Commerce & INAUSTIY. . ...ttt e a e aeaeeaaes 45
3.5  History On and Beside the Water............coiiiiiiiiii i eeen 46
3.5 1 TranSPOrtation .. ... ...ttt et 46
3.6 History In the Water .. ... 47
3.6.1 Degradation and Reclamation of the Ecology of Lake Erie...................... 47
3.7  Recreation On and Beside the Water...........cooiiiiiiiiiii i 48
3.7.1 Swimming/Floating, Boating, Sailing, Hunting &Fishing......................... 48
3.8  Recreation Beside the Water ...... ..o 49
3.8.1 Viewing Fauna and Flora / Hiking, Biking, Walking and Skiing.................. 49
4.0 Managing the Seaway Trail . ... ... ..o i 51
4.1  The Byway EXPEIiENCE .. ...t e s 51



EGREAT Lawes SEaway Trail

4.2 Management and Coordination ...........c..oeiiieiiiir i eiiaiaeaaeaens 52
4.2.1 Relationship with Seaway Trail, INC. ......oiiiiiii i 52
4.2.2 Stewardship of the Seaway Trail ........ooiiiiiiiii e 54
4.3  Funding and Financial RESOUICES ... ... et ees 56
5.0 Seaway Trail Marketing . ........couiimiiiiii i 57
5.1 Byway Participation: Opportunities and Barriers............ccoveiviiviieeneenn.. 57
5.2  Linkages with Other SCeniC BYWays ........ueuieeiieiii i eaaaeaaaenns 59
5.3  Existing Seaway Trail Programs. ..........ccceieiiiiiiiiii it iaeiaeaeennns 59
5.4  Seaway Trail Marketing Opportunities .........ccoviiiiiiiiiii i eiaaeans 61
5.5  Serving Seaway Trail ViSITOrS ... ... e e 63
5.5.1 Accommodating International VisSitors ............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinaaennns 63
5.5.2 Accommodating Handicapped ViSitors ..........couiiiiiiiii i 63
5.6 Tourism in PENNSYIVANIA .. ... eens 64
5.6.1 EXIStiNg TOUMSM BaSE. . ... uueeit et ettt eeans 64
5.6.2 TOUFMISIM OVEIVIEW. ...ttt et e et et et et et e e e e e e e e e e e e e aeeaenaennen 65
5.6.3 Tourism ECOnomic IMPact ........coiiniii et aeaes 65
5.6.4 Pennsylvania Leisure Travelers. .......o.veiiiiiei i e e e e ieiaaaaas 67
5.7  Statewide Marketing Strategy .. .....cueuieniei i aeaeeaes 70
6.0  Existing Conditions on the Seaway Trail............coooiiiiiiiiiiiia... 73
6.1 0 11 1 73
6.2  The People of the Seaway Trail .........coiiiiiiiiii i aaaean 75
6.2.1 Adjacent COMMUNITIES. .. ...ttt et e e eenns 75
6.3  DemographiC OVEIVIEW ... .....cuei ettt e e e aeens 76
L 0 A o o 11 ] = o o 77
6.4  ECONOMIC OVEIVIEW ...ttt ettt et ettt e e e e enns 78
6.4.1 Industry and Occupation of Employment...........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininennn. 80
6.5  Economic Development RESPONSE ... ...t eean 81
7.0 Seaway Trail Road CharaCteristiCS. .....ovuueuiei it iaeaeens 85
7.1 The Land. ...ttt et et 85
7.1.1 Current Land Use. . ...ttt ettt et e e e e e 85
7405 74 o 1o 86
7.2 TRE ROAA ... et 87
7.2.1 Distance from the Water. . ... ...t eenn 87
48722 (o Y- 1o I 0o o 1 £ o] o 1S 88
7.2, 3 SA Y. e 88
T.2.4 VOIUMIE ..ttt ittt ettt et ettt et et ettt et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ae e 99
7.3 Seaway Trail Markers . ... e 99
A0 T T - o 1= 100
8.0 INFINSIC RESOUICES. . ...ttt e e aaeees 107
8.1  Intrinsic Resource Definitions. .. ........veuiieii i 107
8.1.1 Springfield TOWNSHIP ... .ui e 110
8.1.2 Girard TOWNSHID. .« et ettt ettt et ettt e e 113
8.1.3 Lake City BOrough. .. .....coiiii s 115
8.1.4 Fairview TOWNSHID . ... 116
8.1.5 Millcreek TOWNSHIP. . ... e 118
8.1.6 Presque Isle State Park ..........cciiiiiiiiiiii i 121
S O A 1 1 1 o ) =1 T 124
8.1.8 Lawrence Park TOWNSNID . ..uerie it e e e e aeiaaeanas 129
8.1.9 Harborcreek TOWNSHID .. u e e et e 130
8.1.10 NOrth East TOWNSNIP ... eeee e ettt e e e e e e e e ee e enaeas 131

Corridor Management Plan



9.0 Landscape Character & Visual ReSoUrces .........covviiiiiiiiiiieiienannnn. 133
9.1 Landscape Character Definitions .........oveiriieii i eaeeae 133
9.2  Scenic Resource Definitions .........couieriimii i 135
9.2.1 Springfield TOWNSNIP . ... e 138
9.2.2 Girard Township /Lake City Borough..........coooiiiiiii it 138
9.2.3 Fairview TOWNSHID ... .e e e 143
9.2.4 Millcreek TOWNSHIP. .. .unen e e 144
9.2.5 Presque Isle State Park ..........cooiiiiiiiii it et 144
T ST 11 1 0 ) =1 T 146
9.2.7 Lawrence Park TOWNSNIP .. .eneeie it eee e 148
9.2.8 Harborcreek TOWNSNIP ... ... e 148
9.2.9 North East TOWNSNIP . ... oe e 149
10.0 Public INPULt RECOId .. ... e eeans 153
10.1 Steering Committee MEeTtiNgS ... vttt eeans 153
10.1.1 Kickoff Meeting, July 27, 2004 .. ... 153
10.1.2 September 1, 2004 MEETING. .« ettt et et e e e et et e ee e e eeeaeaaaanas 160
10.1.3 October 20, 2004 Steering Committee Meeting.........ccovieieiiennennennn.. 162
10.1.4 December 9, 2004 Steering Committee Meeting .........ccoveieinennennann... 164
10.1.5 January 19 Steering Committee Meeting .........oouiiimiiiiiiiii e, 166
10.2  FOCUS GIOUPS - .« - ee et et ettt e e et et et ettt e e et e e e e e e e e e eeenaees 169
10.2.1 Municipal Stakeholders ..........ieriii i 169
10.2.2 TranSPOrtatioN .. ...en ettt ittt et e e e e et e e e e 172
10.2.3 Tourism & Economic Development...........ooiiiiii i e et 176
10.3  PUublic WOrKSROPS. . . e et e 180
11.0  FUNAING SOUICES. . .ttt ettt et a et e et e et e et ae e e et ae e ae e ae e e e eaenans 189
12.0  OutdOOr AQVEITISING. . .ttt ettt et e e ae e eeans 199
13.0  Letters Of SUPPOIT. . ...t eeans 245

Index of Tables

Table 1-1 - Themes and Traditions of the Seaway Trail .......... ..ot 7
Table 2-1 - Building the Future Implementation MatrixX ............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaaaaan.. 33
Table 3-1 - Themes and Traditions of the Seaway Trail ..., 40
Table 5-1 - Domestic Travelers Spending by Category.........ooeiieiiiiiiiiii i 66
Table 5-2 - Lake Erie Leisure Trip Traveler Profile ...t 67
Table 6-1 - Population Change 1990-2000. .. ......uciitiii it e e aeiaaeaaeaenn 77
Table 6-2 - Annual Average Unemployment. . ..o eeens 78
Table 6-3 - ECONOMIC TreNAS . ...ttt ittt et et ettt ettt e e et e e e a e aeaaaaans 79
Table 6-4 - Industry of EMployment. . .. ... 80
Table 6-5 - OCCUPALION. . ... e ettt et ettt et et et et ettt e e e e e e e e e eaaaaanans 81
LI Lo LT A A I U o 86
TADIE 7-2 - ZONING. . et 87
Table 7-3 - Road Conditions of the Seaway Trail ...t 93
Table 7-4 - Off-Site SIgNAQE . ..ot e e et et e e e aaenaens 101
Table 8-1 - Seaway Trail INtriNSIC RESOUICES. . ...ttt et eea e 109
Table 8-2 - Seaway Trail Resource QuUality ..........ooeiveiimiieii e 109
Table 8-3 - Springfield Township INtrinSIC RESOUICES. ... .vvuie et eeeeeaeeaes 110
Table 8-4 - Girard Township INtrinSIC RESOUICES. .. ...t e it e e e e ee e eeeeeeeaenaans 114
Table 8-5 - Lake City Borough INtrinSiC RESOUICES. ... euveee it et e e i e eieeeeeaenaans 115
Table 8-6 - Fairview Township INtrinSiC RESOUICES ........eeieeie i 117



EGREAT Lawes SEaway Trail

Table 8-7 - Millcreek Township Intrinsic Resources....................
Table 8-8 - Presque Isle State Park Intrinsic Resources ...............
Table 8-9 - City of Erie Intrinsic Resources ...........cooveveeenaenn...
Table 8-10 - Lawrence Park Township Intrinsic Resources............
Table 8-11 - Harborcreek Township Intrinsic Resources...............
Table 8-12 - North East Township Intrinsic Resources.................
Table 9-1 - Landscape Character..........cocoviiiiiiiiiiiieiaeiaannnn.
Table 9-2 - Seaway Trail Scenic Resource Categories .................
Table 9-3 - Seaway Trail Scenic Resource Condition ..................
Table 9-4 - Springfield Township Scenic Resources....................
Table 9-5 - Girard Township / Lake City Borough Scenic Resources ..
Table 9-6 - Fairview Township Scenic Resources......................
Table 9-7 - Millcreek Township Scenic Resources................c......
Table 9-8 - Presque Isle State Park Scenic Resources .................
Table 9-9 - City of Erie SceniC ResOUrces .......covvveiieiennennnnnnn.
Table 9-10 - Millcreek Township Scenic Resources ....................
Table 9-11 - North East Township Scenic Resources...................

Table 10-1 - What Aspects of the Seaway Trail should be Promoted?

Table 10-2 - What is the Best Way to Promote the Seaway Trail? ....
Table 10-3 - What Would You Like to See Enhanced on the Trail? ....

Index of Figures

Figure 1-1 - Seaway Trail Inventory and Study Area...................
Figure 2-1 - Futures Plan. .........oiiiiiii i
Figure 3-1 - Seaway Trail Interpretive Plan ..............coooiiiiat..
Figure 5-1 - Seaway Trail Byway Context ...........ccooiieiennennann..
Figure 6-1 - Seaway Trail Designated Route .................cooooon.t
Figure 6-2 - Seaway Trail Recommended Revision.....................
Figure 7-1 - Seaway Trail Existing Land Use ...........cocoiiiiiiaan..
Figure 7-2 - Distance tothe Lake......... ..o,
Figure 7-3 - Seaway Trail Average Annual Daily Traffic ...............
Figure 7-4 - Seaway Trail Markers. ........coveiieiiiiiiii it
Figure 8-1 - Seaway Trail Intrinsic RESOUICeS.......covuieuiennennann..
Figure 9-1 - Seaway Trail Character Areas ............cccoeeivenieennnns
Figure 9-2 - Seaway Trail SceniC ReSOUICes..........cuiveniienneennnns
Figure 10-1 - Seaway Trail Public Input ....... ... ..ot

........................ 180
........................ 181
........................ 181
........................ 182

Corridor Management Plan .
: vi





