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ERIE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
May 13, 2010 

 
A meeting of the Erie County Planning Commission was held at 6:30 PM on Thursday, 
May 13, 2010 in the Admiral Room at the Raymond M. Blasco, M.D. Memorial Library, 
160 East Front Street, Erie PA. 
  
Those in attendance were: 
ECPC members: Representing: 
Gerry Dahl  Corry City (Chair, Exec. Board) 
Jan Cornwell  Erie County (Vice-Chair, Exec. Board) 
Charles Casey  Erie City (Exec. Board) 
Paul Pangratz Girard Township (Exec. Board) 
Rick Allgeier Greene Township (Exec. Board) 
Joe Legnasky Lake City Borough (Exec. Board) 
Laura Breon Waterford Borough (Exec. Board) 
Brenda Cannell Edinboro Borough 
Ed Williams Erie City 
Jim Cardman  Fairview Township 
Mike Mercer Millcreek Township 
Jeffrey Eaton Springfield Township 
Patricia Pfadt Venango Township 
Mary Jo Campbell Washington Township 
Flory Kondzielski Waterford Township 
  
Planning Department Staff:  
Jake Welsh  
John McGranor  
Matt Puz  
  
Guests:  
  
 
Executive Board members present – 7 of 9; quorum attained 
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CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Chairman Gerry Dahl called the meeting to order and the pledge of allegiance was 
given.  
 
 
HEARING OF THE PUBLIC 
 
None. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF APRIL 8, 2010 MINUTES 
 
A motion was made by Jan Cornwell and seconded by Rick Allgeier to approve the 
minutes. The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Municipal GIS Project 
 
Jake Welsh gave an update on the Planning Department’s Municipal GIS Project, stating 
that Eric Randall and Mike Baker from the office are continuing to install the GIS features 
(parcel boundaries, centerlines, land use info, etc.) with the remaining municipalities. The 
GIS has been installed at 22 of 38 municipalities so far. Eric and Mike recently attended 
the PA GIS Conference to do a presentation of the GIS Project, which was very well 
received. They are also developing a workshop program for presentations to various 
groups throughout the County on the use of the information. 
 
Erie County SALDO Update 
 
The status of the proposed SALDO was discussed. John McGranor provided an 
overview of the remaining review and adoption process. The 45-day public comment 
period has begun with comments due by July 2, 2010. Copy of the final draft is available 
on the department website, law library, and ECDP office. Public meeting to receive 
comments will be held during the June 10, 2010 ECPC meeting. Public Hearing 
required by MPC will be held July 13, 2010 prior to the County Council meeting. If no 
substantive changes are needed due to public comment, SALDO will be presented to 
County Council for adoption. 
 
FEMA Flood Map Update 
 
John McGranor provided an update of the FEMA update process. A meeting was held 
between a FEMA representative and the area code enforcement officers. They were 
informed that the 90-day appeal period hadn’t started yet, and the starting date was still 
not determined. Several other issues were discussed at the meeting regarding 
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municipal / landowner notification, model ordinance adoption process, and property 
insurance ramifications. 
 
Erie County Stormwater Management Plan 
 
John McGranor provided an update of the Stormwater Management Plan update 
process. A copy of the draft plan and model ordinance is available on the department 
website and ECDP office. All comments should be submitted to the ECDP office. A 
public meeting has not been set, but an advisory committee meeting is scheduled for 
June 10, 2010 at the Conservation District office to discuss the draft documents. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Erie County Farmland Preservation Program 
 
John McGranor provided information on the Erie County Farmland Preservation 
Program. John noted that the County will be opening up an application period for new 
farms to enter the PACE Program beginning June 1, 2010 running through September 
30, 2010. Applications are accepted every other year and are available on the 
department website or by contacting John directly. John noted that Summit Township is 
initiating the creation of an Agricultural Security Area (ASA) of nearly 1,000 acres. Once 
adopted, landowners will be eligible for the PACE Program. 
 
ECDP Monthly Activity Report 
 
Jake Welsh briefly reviewed information provided in the monthly activity report handout 
previously mailed to the ECPC members with the meeting notice. Jake noted that nine 
applications for the Act 137 Affordable Housing Program had been received and were 
currently being reviewed for funding recommendations. Projects will be selected for the 
$200,000 in available funding by early June. 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
There was brief discussion on an upcoming source water protection workshop being 
held May 19 at the Millcreek Township building, marketing initiatives for area recycling 
activities, and electricity purchase aggregation being promoted by First Energy as an 
option for reducing costs when the rate cap comes off in 2011. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  
 


